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PEERLESS at Duluth, about 1873 --Author's Photo 


PEERLESS---IN MANY WAYS 
By The Rev. F. C. St. Clair 

One morning in the spring of 1906, at the northwest end of State Street 
Bridge in Chicago, I saw lying at dock a vision of the past. Here was a large 
passenger propeller with old-fashioned arches, two stacks athwartship at the 
stern, a stained glass dome in the roof over the after section of the cabin,and 
very elaborately carved woodwork. Her hull was black, her cabin white, and on 
her bow were painted "L. M. & L. S. T. Co." and her name, PEERLESS. The fancy 
top on her pilot house (octagonal) was being replaced by a more modern bridge; 
she was being repainted and having other repair work done. I understood the in- 
4tisls to mean "Lake Michigan and Lake Superior Transportation Co.,"and assumed 
that she was being modernized after sale, before making a start on another run. 
I promptly began reading old bound newspapers to see what I could find out a- 
bout what was evidently one of the old quéens of the lakes. I found plenty. 

In the 1850's, A. T. Spencer of | Lafriner & Co.of Cleveland. She meas- 
Chicago began service between Chicago | ured 1199.50 gross tons, 912.70 net, 
and Lake Superior ports as the Chicago SU MrK Joe sO eek LeeS s, Probably the 
& Lake Superior Line. He was operating finest propeller on the Lakes,she cre- 
the sidewheeler LADY ELGIN when she ated a sensation on her arrival at 
sank with heavy loss of life in 1860. Chicago. Her stacks went up through 

Apparently his service did not the outside of her cabin (she had a 
satisfy everyone,for in 1865 Leopold & considerable overhang), giving her a 
Company of Hancock,Michigan, began op- main saloon 166 feet long, 15 wide,and 
erating the propeller ONTONAGON in 12 high, without a single obstruction. 
competition between Chicago and Lake | With specially designed glass in her 
Superior. That fall they chartered an- skylight, a stained glass dome on top 
other “propeller. In the winter of of that, and elaborately carved and 
}1865-6, they gave ONTONAGON new arches | painted woodwork, the cabin must have 
and engines, and bought the smaller | been well worth seeing. The cabin 
propeller NORMAN, These two ran as Le- architecture was a mixture of Ionic, 
opold & Austrian's Lake Superior Line Corinthian, and Doric; and there were 


until June 30,1872, when the new PEER- 45 large staterooms, each with running 
water. Capt.George P. McKay commanded 


LESS replaced ONTONAGON, 
her on her first trip from Chicago. 


PEERLESS was built in 1872 by Ira 77 
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eopold & Austrian purchased the 
propeller JOSEPH L. HURD in 1873, and 
ran her with PEERLESS and NORMAN, In 
1876, they sold NORMAN and bought the 
propeller MANISTEE, She ran mostly on 
Lake Superior, Portage Lake to Duluth, 
while PEERLESS and JOSEPH L.HURD plied 
between Chicago and Duluth. 

In 1879, Leopold & Austrian's 
line and the Spencer line were consol- 
idated as the Lake Michigan & Lake Su- 
perior Transportation Co. This added 
the propellers CITY OF DULUTH and CITY 
OF FREMONT, The L.M.& L.S.T.Co. con= 
tinued for more than aquarter-century, 
always with PEERLESS as its flagship. 


In 1893, it built the fine steel 
propeller MANITOU for the Chicago- 
Sault Ste. Marie--later the Chicago- 


Mackinac Island--run. In Febvruary, 
1900, it formed the Manitou Steamship 
Co. to operate her separately. About 
1900,Leopold & Austrian sold the L.M.& 
L. S. T. Co.steamers PEERLESS, CITY OF 
TRAVERSE, JAY GOULD, and OSCEOLA to W. 
H. Singer of Duluth. CITY OF FREMONT 
had been sold in 1890, and CITY OF DU- 
LUTH had sunk in 1898. Captain Singer 
operated the company through 1904. 

The troubles of PEERLESS began in 
1905, when Singer announced service 
Giscontinued and the fleet for sale. 
Creditors libelled all four steamers, 
which were sold by the United States 
Marshal at Chicago. PEERLESS went at 
auction in July, to Captain George P. 
McKay of Cleveland, her first command- 
er, for $2,000. In August of the same 
year, the Marshal sold her again, to 
the Hibernian Bank of Chicago on mort- 
gage foreclosure,and the bank sold her 
to Miles E.Barry of Chicago,for $400. 

In March, 1906, Barry formed the 
Chicago & Milwaukee Steamship Co.,sold 
PEERLESS to the company for $8,000,and 
had the repairs made on her thatl not- 
ed while crossing State Street Bridge. 
The C. & M. SS. Co. chartered the pro- 
peller PETOSKEY from the Chicago and 
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for nearly a century. 
season from 1826 to 1914. 
square timber to Quebec; 


ber was practically all in England. 
timber was exported. 


THE SAINT LAWRENCE TIMBER TUG RAFTSMAN 
By J.D. Calvin 


principally white pine and oak, down the St. 
Lawrence to Quebec by rafts began in the early eighteen-hundreds and continued 
My father and grandfather 

The Calvins 
but, to the best of my knowledge, no other family was 
continuously at it for so many consecutive seasons. 
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South Haven Line, and ran the two as 
night boats between Chicago and Milwau- 
kee in competition with the Goodrich 
and Barry Lines,the latter operated by 
Miles E. Barry's three brothers. The 
C.& M.SS. Co. discontinued service Oc- 
tober 15, 1906, and a receiver was ap- 
pointed to wind up its affairs. 

In July, 1907, Miles E.Barry, who 
had repossessed PEERLESS, formed the 
Muskegon & Chicago Navigation Co.to op 
erate between the ports named,and sold 
PEERLESS to the new company. She was 
soon rechristened MUSKEGON.The company 
became defunct in the winter of 1907, 
and Barry again took over MUSKEGON, 

Here we run into some confusion. 
One report is that in 1908 the M. & C. 
N.Co. sold MUSKEGON to Louis Larson of 
Muskegon; another,that she was sold to 
S.T.Lindermann of Muskegon.Either way, 
Captain Barry still had an interest in 
her.She was made alumber and coal car- 
rier by removal of her arches and most 
of her cabin and substitution of one 
stack for 23; but she was unsuccessful. 

In March, 1909, the U. S. Marshal 
at Buffalo sold MUSKEGON to William 
Carpenter of Muskegon for $2,850. In 
September she was bought by the Inde- 
pendent Sand & Gravel Co. of Chicago, 
and early in 1910 she was made into a 
sandsucker. In this trade also she was 
unsuccessful. Chicago tugmen said that 
without her arches she was too limber 
to be good for anything.They said that 
before she went out into the lake on 
her first trip they had to lengthen her 
steampipe six inches.After she took on 
her load of sand, they had to shorten 
the same pipe a foot.She was soon laid 
up at Michigan City,Indiana, and there 
she burned October 6, 1910. 

Here was a beautiful propeller, a 
fine sea boat,and an excellent freight 
and passenger carrier. But her trade 
played out, and, after giving excel- 
lent service on it for 33 years, she 
could never find anything else to do. 


delivered timber rafts every 
were not alone in the forwarding of 


The market for square tim- 


Quebec was the only port from which this 
The source of supply was both sides of the Upper St. Law- 
rence River and, later on, all the shores of the Great Lakes. 

For the first fifteen years, 1826 to 1841, 
and the current of the river as means of raft propulsion. 


my grandfather used only sails 
During these years, 
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| steamboats were in existence but were 
very few. Molson'!s ACCOMMODATION was 
in operation between Quebec and Mont- 
real; but no steamer could proceed 
west past Montreal, as no canals for 
navigation were built till about 1850. 

On Garden Island at the head of 
the St. Lawrence River, near Kingston, 
Ontario, my grandfather in 1841 built 
the steamer RAFTSMAN to tow timber 
rafts. She was of white and blue oak, 
about 90 feet long,20 wide,and 8 deep. 
She drew six feet six inches. 

RAFTSMAN made the journey from 
Garden Island to Montreal in about 
three days, as a raft would go, pro- 
pelled by sail and current, and guided 
through the rapids by long sweeps or 
oars over her bows and over her stern. 
At Montreal she received her boiler, 
built by the Molsons. Their shop in 
Montreal was at or near the foot of 
Delorimier Avenue. 

From Montreal, she continued her 
journey by sail and current to Quebec, 
where her engine was installed. It was 
a beam engine, propelling sidewheels. 
No record of its dimensions survives. 

RAFTSMAN was built expressly for 
towing rafts from Montreal to Quebec 
and landing them safely in the "coves" 
at Sillery and other places in the im- 
mediate vicinity of Quebec. The land- 
ing at Quebec was not always easy, be- 
cause the tides ran as fast as five or 
six miles per hour, and the rafts cold 
not be towed more than one and one- 
half or two miles per hour through 
dead water. There is a rise and fall 
of tide at Quebec of 14 to 16 feet. 

My grandfather built this tug so 
strong that she could rest on the 
shore, high and dry, at low tide and 
suffer no damage. This was to insure 
landing the rafts in shallow water at 
high tide and leaving them dry on the 
shore at low tide. In doing this, 
RAFTSMAN might easily be caught ina 
falling tide and obliged to remain on 
the beach for a tide herself. She 
could do this without injury because 
of her very strong construction. Her 
frames were of generous dimensions, 
spaced very close together,and bond- 
ed below by the heaviest oak plank- 
ing and above by several keelsons 
spaced from one bilge to the other. 

For her first decade, she 
could not come up the St. Lawrence 
above Montreal. She fully justified 
her existence,however, by towing the 
rafts from Montreal and helping them 


inte the "coves" above Quebec.At the WILLIAM JOHNSTON, 


wintered at Sorel, Quebec. 
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This she in the St. Lawrence. 
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did for 10 winters.As soon as the can- 
als were completed, she began to spend 
the winters at her Garden Island home. 

About 1875, RAFTSMAN, after over 
thirty years of service,was discarded. 
Her boiler and engines were sold to an 
owner on the Ottawa River,and went in- 
to a steamer named GAZELLE, RAFTSMAN, 
after having her machinery removed,had 
the usual honorable burial in Garden 
Island Bay. 

She was not to remain there, how- 
ever. Shortly after her burial, she 
was lifted and put into service,not as 
a towboat, but as a "pontoon"--a float 
carrying a boiler and two steam winch- 
es, and used in making up the rafts. 
This pontoon proved so useful that a 
small engine was built and installed, 
so that she could move about from 
place to place in Garden Island Bay. 
This time she was driven by a screw 
propeller, not by sidewheels. She was 
renamed WILLIAM JOHNSTON, 

A year or two later, a bigger en- 
gine replaced this first screw-wheel 
engine and enabled her, in addition to 
helping with the rafting, to tow rafts 
and do miscellaneous towing. She ran 
along with this engine for about 18 
years, then,during the winter of 1895- 
6, had a complete rebuild and received 
a new and more powerful engine. Anoth- 
er rebuild took place in the winter of 
1911-2. No change was made in her pro- 
pelling machinery at this time, but a 
more powerful winch for wrecking work 
was installed on her bow deck. 

In 1915, when the Calvin Company 
ceased business, this steamer and the 
similar but much younger tug FRONTENAC 
(built in 1901) were sold to the Don- 
nelly Salvage and Wrecking Company. 
Some years later the Donnelly Company 
was taken over by the Sin-Mac Lines. 
The latter are still operating, towing 
and wrecking;but WILLIAM JOHNSTON, some 
12 or 15 years ago now,ceased from her 
labors and passed into history. 
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a : 
FRONTENAC, 
end of each season of navigation,she (left to right),refloating an ocean vessel 


--Author's Photo 
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THE GREAT WHITE FLEET--AN OUTLINE HISTORY 


By Richard W. Berry 


It is a common sight today, 
the white ships 


in most of our large salt-water ports, to see 
of the United Fruit Company coming and going frequently in the 


American banana trade. Except for the cargo they carry, these vessels have lit- 
tle in common with the "banana boats" of old. At the end of the nineteenth cen- 


tury, there was no Great White Fleet, 


and the awakening demand for bananas was 


filled by sailing vessels--later by small steamers--which traded with the West 


Indies. The fruit 
was usually car- 
ried on deck ex- 


posed to the © 
weather on voyages 
whose length de- 
pended on. the} 
route followed and — 
the help or hin- | 
drance of the wind. 

Such trans- 
portation was ir- 
regular and unde- 
pendable. The or- 
ganization of the 
United Fruit Com- 
pany at the turn 


of the century 
filled the need 
for a reliable 


service to provide 
a regular supply of fruit for the mar- 


ket. At first the company employed a 
motley flotillaof ventilated steamers, 
many under charter,which carried fruit 
with varying results. As the perisha- 
bility of the banana came to be recog- 
nized as a major consideration in its 
transportation,serious study was given 
to building and owning refrigerated 
ships. Since the British were the 
leaders in marine refrigeration,having 
been dependent on it to supply their 
islands with fresh meat,it was decided 
to build three ships inthe British 
Isles for the carriage of bananas un- 
der refrigeration. These were the ori- 
ginal LIMON, ESPARTA, and SAN JOSE, 
built by Workman, Clark & Company of 
Belfast in 1904. These were trim ves- 
sels, powered with Scotch boilers and 
triple-expansion engines giving 124 
knots sea speed. With holds completely 
refrigerated and fitted to carry ba- 
nanas, they were very successful and 
continued in active service for over 
35 years. SAN JOSE was lost in a war- 
time blackout collision in 1942, out- 
side New York harbor. ESPARTA was tor- 
pedoed the same year. LIMON, which had 
grounded before the war ona coral 
reef off British Honduras,was refloat- 
ed and returned to the United States, 
but eventually scrapped because of her 
extensive damage. 


METAPAN 


--Graham Marine Photo 


The early success of these three 
ships led to the construction, from 
1908 to 1911 of the famous 5000-ton 
class of combination fruit and passen- 
ger ships. This class comprised 13 
sister ships: ABANGAREZ, ALMIRANTE, A- 
TENAS, CARRILLO, CARTAGO, HEREDIA, ME- 
TAPAN, PARISMINA,SANTA MARTA, SIXAOLA, 
TIVIVES, TURRIALBA, and ZACAPA, De- 
signed to carry bananas under refri- 
geration, they also had hatches and 
handling equipment for general cargo, 
as well as accommodations for approxi- 
mately 100 passengers. They had Scotch 
boilers, triple-expansion engines, and 
COe and brine refrigerating systems. 
Successful as fruit and cargo carriers, 
they proved extremely popular with 
passengers traveling between New York, 
New Orleans, and the Caribbean. 

In the early 1930's, ATENAS, ABAN- 
GAREZ, TURRIALBA, CARRILLO, TIVIVES, 
and ZACAPA were stripped of cabin su- 
perstructure and placed on a 1l2-pas- 
senger basis. At the same time, they 
were reconditioned, and the air circu- 
lation system in the holds was greatly 
improved. Only two of the class con- 
tinued as active passenger ships: SIX- 
AOLA and SANTA MARTA, in which addi- 
tional watertight bulkheads and other 
safeguards were installed to satisfy 
the new marine inspection requirements 
arising out of the MORRO CASTLE disas- 
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ter. HEREDIA, PARISMINA, and CARTAGO 
were bareboat chartered in 1932 to the 
States Steamship Company for transpa- 
cific service,from which they returned 
to Caribbean operation in 1937. These 
three,with METAPAN ,were not bulkheaded 
or cut down, but carried only 12 pas- 
sengers,the remainder of their passen- 
ger quarters being closed up. 

ALMIRANTE was sunk in collision 
in 1918. In spite of their age, the 
others of the class served with dis- 
tinction as supply vessels in the sec- 
ond world war. HEREDIA, PARISMINA, and 
SIXAOLA were torpedoed in 1942;TIVIVES 
and METAPAN, in 1943. The other seven 
were traded to the Maritime Commission 
in 1945 and 1946, and scrapped as fol- 
lows: TURRIALBA, CARRILLO, and SANTA 
MARTA, Baltimore,1948; ABANGAREZ, Osk- 
land ,1948; CARTAGO,Tampa,1949; ATENAS, 
Baltimore ,1949;ZACAPA ,Bordentown,1950. 

As soon as’ the popularity of the 
5000-ton ships became apparent, the 
company ordered three larger and fast- 
er passenger-fruit vessels: CALAMARES, 
PASTORES, and TENADORES. Delivered in 
1913,these ships had a capacity of 143 
passengers. They were propelled by 
Scotch boilers and twin-screw quadru- 
ple-expansion engines, had a speed of 
15 knots, and were fitted with COo re- 
frigerating systems. They were very 
comfortable and increased the popular- 
ity of the Great White Fleet with the 
traveling public. TENADORES was lost 
in the first world war; CALAMARES and 
PASTORES survived to serve the Navy as 
supply vessels in the second, at the 
end of which they were scrapped. 

All vessels mentioned so far were 
originally coal burners and were con- 
verted to oil between 1922 and 1924-- 
except for SIXAOLA, which was changed 
-in 1920. The same boilers and machin- 
ery served throughout the lives of 
these ships and were still in excel- 
lent condition, as were the hulls, at 
the time the vessels were broken up as 
obsolete. CALAMARES, PASTORES, and the 
5000-ton class were transferred in 
1914 from their original British flag 
registry,and served under the American 
flag thereafter. 

SURINAME, SARAMACCA, COPPENAME, 
and MAROWIJNE were purchased in 1913. 
MAROWIJNE was lost in a hurricane in 
1915. SURINAME and SARAMACCA served 
the United Fruit until 1938;COPPENAME, 
until 1939. 

Two smaller vessels,SAN NATEO and 
SAN PABLO, were added to the fleet in 
1915, and two more passenger ships in 
1917. The latter were ULUA and TOLOA, 
with space for 131 passengers and a 
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speed of 14 knots. In a sense, these 
were a compromise in size, speed, and 
passenger capacity between the S000- 
ton and CALAMARES classes. Originally 
British, both steamers were changed to 
the United States flag in 1929. They 
continued as passenger ships until 
taken for use in the second world war, 
after which they were scrapped. 

In 1920,SAN BLAS, SAN GIL,and SAN 
BRUNO were built--like all their pre- 
decessors, by Workman, Clark, in Bel- 
fast. Considerably smaller than the 
5000-ton class, they were similar to 
SAN MATEO and SAN PABLO in capacity 
and speed. All were fully refrigerat- 
ed, of about 124 knots, with Scotch 
boilers and triple-expansion engines. 
SAN PABLO was torpedoed during the war 
while lying alongside the wharf at 
Port Limon. Raised and returned to the. 
United States, she was disposed of by 
the Government as a target ship. SAN 
MATEO was beached in the South Pacific 
while under Navy control, but later 
salvaged. Title was given to the Navy 
and her final disposition is unknown. 
SAN BLAS and SAN GIL were torpedoed in 
1942. SAN BRUNO, which survived the 
war, was sold Panamanian in 1947. 

Shortly after the first world war 
sugar production in eastern Cuba war- 
rented the building of four small 
steamers for the carriage of raw sugar 
from Company plantations to the Revere 
Sugar Refinery in Boston. These were 
the "M" type vessels, MANAQUI, MACABI, 
MAYARI, and MARAVI, of about 4000 tons 
deadweight and 10 knots loaded sea 
speed. They were 4-hatch, open-hold 
vessels, propelled by oil-burning 
Scotch boilers furnishing steam to 
conventional triple-expansion engines. 

In 1954 a first trial was made of 
carrying raw sugar in these ships in 
bulk instead of in the traditional 
S320-pound jute bag. The Revere dock 
was fitted with conveyor machinery for 
taking the bulk sugar from the vessel 
to an automatic scale, and thence to 
the warehouse floor. This method of 
handling was so satisfactory that it 
has been used ever since on the "M" 
ships and their successors. Certain 
special fittings are required aboard 
the ship, and the system cannot be ap- 
plied readily to vessels which may be 
casually employed in the trade. 

At one time, two of the "M" ships 
were temporarily fitted for carrying 
ventilated fruit, but they saw little 
actual service in that trade. MANAQUI 
was sold British before the war; MACA- 
BI, torpedoed or mined near Trinidad, 
and the others are still in operation. 
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SAN BRUNO --Graheam Marine Photo 

SAN BENITO was built in 1921. Os- 
tensibly a sister of SAN BRUNO, SAN 
GIL, and SAN BLAS, she actually embod- 
led a new experiment, being propelled 
by turbo-electric drive. Superheaters 
were added to her Scotch botlers,and a 
single turbo-generator unit furnished 
power for the main propelling motor, 
which was mounted in the motor com- 
partment aft,eliminating line shafting 
and shaft alley. SAN BENITO proved the 
worth of a type of propulsion later a- 
dopted on many United Fruit vessels. 
She is still in active service. 

In 1923, an initial attempt was 
made,with two vessels, to utilize die- 
sel-slectric propulsion.The experiment 
was not successful at the time,and one 
of the ships, DARIEN a LA MAREA, was 
lengthened in 1950 and given turbo-e- 
lectric machinery and high-pressure 
watertube boilers. DARIEN is still in 
active service in the fruit trade. The 
}other vessel involved, LA PLAYA, was 
withdrawn from service in 1930 and lay 


at Mobile about ten years. Technical 
improvements during this time induced 
United Fruit to re-engine LA PLAYA in 


1941 with modern diesels. These were 
thoroughly satisfactory, and the ship 
has given excellent service ever since. 
A third vessel of this group,LA PERLA, 
was built with reciprocating engines, 
although her auxiliaries were elec- 
tric. She was s0ld after the war for 
European trading. 

On the strength of experience 
with SAN BENITO, two larger, faster 
vessels were built in 1950. These were 
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MUSA and PLATANO--the former by Work- 
man, Clark; the latter, by Cammell, 
Laird. Both had Scotch boilers with | 
locomotive-type superheaters providing 
steam for turbo-electric propulsion. 
They also had electric auxiliartes,in- 
cluding deck machinery and steering 
gear. Both turned out to be excellent 
fruit and cargo carriers,able to main- 
tain good speed in all kinds of weath- 
er. At first fitted for 16 passengers, 
they were later limited to the Conven- 
tion maximum of 12. The first fast 


ships to join the fleet, they could 
sustain sea speeds in excess of 16 
knots laden. MUSA and PLATANO are 


still in active fruit service,and were 
of great value during the war because 
of their speed and reliability. 

Before the building of this pair, 
the last reciprocating-engine ships 
were acquired. These were CASTILLA, 
TELA, and IRIONA, built by Workman, 
Clark, in 1927. They were intended to 
ve fast carriers of bananas under nat- 
ural ventilation, and had powerful 4- 


cylinder triple-expansion engines 
which gave them 15 knots speed. They 
had space for 60 passengers. In 19355, 


all three were fitted with complete 
cargo refrigeration in the United 
States. This was the company's first 
experience with direct-expansion freon 
for refrigerating purposes. 

At the time of the conversion, 
swimming pools were installed, and it 
was anticipated that full use would be 
made of the limited passenger space. 
The vessels of this class were popu- 
lar, See weekly from Philadelphia. 
Later modification reduced passenger 
capacity to 12 and increased cargo 
space somewhat. TELA and CASTILLA were 
torpedoed during the war. IRIONA is 
still in active service. 

(To be continued. ) 


STEAMERS SALUTED IN PASSING 


By Edward F. Hamilton 


OLD-TIMERS WERE WELL BUILT.... Early 
in the first world war,ONONDAGA struck 
Watch Hill Reef, and sank immediately. 
That was soon after Watch Hill Light 
had been changed to fixed white varied 
by two red flashes every 31x seconds. 
It has been claimed that her officers 
had not received notice of the change, 
and mistook the light for Race Rock 
(flashing red). I have met the diver 
who recovered her papers and the con- 
tents of her safe. He said that the 
slack=-water periods were so short that 
extensive salvage was impossible. 
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For years, both her masts showed 

above water,making her more helpful to 
small craft in fog or daylight than 
the aids established by the Lighthouse 
Service. Last time I took a yacht 
through Fishers Island Sound--Septem- 
ber 10, 1938--one mast was still show- 
ing. Is that still above water? 
CAN YOU REMEMBER SEEING THESE AT 
FIELDS POINT?,... I recently read that 
ALLEGHANY 222760 was sold for scrap-- 
also had been shipmate of an oiler who 
had been on BERKSHIRE 222831 when she 
was a Maritime Commission training 
ship on Chesapeake Bay. He claimed 
that a near bomb miss threw her ma- 
chinery so out of line and caused such 
excessive lubricating oil consumption 
that they often dissolved soap in fresh 
water and used it for lubrication. 

But how many remember that ALLE- 
GHANY 106019--built in 1881 by Cramp 
--and BERKSHIRE 3175--same year,same 
yard--came to Fields Point about 1916 
loaded down to the cargo ports with 
pig iron? Immediately afterwards, 
they were sold to foreigners,reported- 
ly for more than it cost to build them. 
Ten years later I met the boatswain on 
2e285l. He told me he had seen 3175 
running in the Mediterranean a short 
time before. 

CITY OF ATLANTA also brought a 
heavy load of pig ironto Fields Point, 
arriving with her stem crushed back a- 
bout ten feet. She had just sunk CAPE 
FEAR, a concrete steamer, in collision 
around Rose Island,with a loss of over 
40 lives. Again saw her at Savannah 
after fire had gutted her i 
and CITY OF COLUMBUS. ao i = 
The latter was sold 
to Italians. The 
former was refit- 
ted as a freight- 
er, only to be 
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torpedoed with heavy loss of life very 
early in the second world war. 

In mid-April, 1949, ESSO BUFFALO 
was number three in a westbound convoy 
through the Suez Canal. Back about 
number eight was a white-painted for- 
eign flag craft strikingly like a Mer- 
chants' & Miners! liner. She was too 
far away to get anything definite, and 
our pilot was not familiar with her. 

The M.& M. aspired to have a ves- 
sel for every letter in the alphabet; 
but I cannot remember any beginning 
with "X" or "Z." Can anyone? 

The first time I went into Puerto 

Barrios, Guatemala, in 1945, I noted a 
white but familiar hull loading bana- 
nas consigned to Gulf ports, or the 
Honduran flag subsidiary of United 
Fruit. It was JUNIATA, late of M.& M. 
HOWARD was in the same service. When 
we were loading oil at Baton Rouge in 
July,1948, these two were in the first 
stages of junking on the opposite side 
of the Mississippi River. 
MAINE TO MINNESOTA IN THREE EASY STAG- 
ES...» With my pal Si,I spent most of 
the 1922 summer on research for MoTor 
BoaTing's editor C. F. Chapman, using 
my one small yacht, SILVER BELL. We 
were in Bath when the last span of the 
Kennebec River Bridge to Woolwich was 
floated into place as a single unit. 
It had been assembled at the old Texas 
Shipbuilding Corp. yard where many of 
Texas O1l Company's tankers had been 
been built. This bridge, for joint use 
of rail and highway traffic, started 
the Exit March of the Maine Central's 
carferry FERDINANDO GORGES and her 
standby HERCULES, an older vessel. The 
former had independently operated high 
sidewheels,and it was a joy to see her 
maneuver into her slips. Naturally, 
she made MOUNT MORRIS(or was it NATHAN 
HALE?) look bad-=but through no fault 
of the skippers of the screw ferry. 

The Hudson River Night Line ac- 
quired FERDINANDO GORGES and renamed 
her PIONEER. As a truck transport with 
sleeping accommodations for drivers, 
she had a short, unprofitable career, 
anticipating Trailerships, on the New 
York-Albany run. 

Then PIONEER and her old running 
mate HERCULES inaugurated vehicle and 
passenger ferry service between Wil- 
loughby Bay, Norfolk, and Cape Charles 
City. They were not a financial suc- 
cess,but did goad the Pennsylvania in- 
to establishing what is now the admit- 
tedly excellent Little Creek-Kiptopeke 
service. HERCULES burned at Norfolk. 

While bringing the yacht MARILYN 
JEANNE in November, 1940, from Saint 
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Louis to Miami, I encountered a tun- 
nel-screw diesel towboat with a hull 
that was decidedly not incubated on 
Old Man River. This was around Hel- 
ena, Arkansase A little research 
proved that she was the GORGES ina 
new suit. Despite her formidable ap- 
pearance, she had been aflop as a 
sidewheel pusher towboat. In her new 
rig, she was good enough for the Mis- 
sissippi above Vicksburg, but not 
quite powerful enough below. 

In January, 1948, the pilot who 
took PAUL H. HARWOOD up to Baton Rouge 
told me she was still pushing them on 
the upper river. (PIONEER is still car- 
ried in Inland River Record,1949.-Ed. ) 
TELLING A VESSELTS AGE BY TER OFFICIAL 
NUMBER.... This purely coincidental 
system applies only between 1917 and 
1942. Take the second and third fig- 
ures of the official number,add one to 
the third figure, and prefix 19. This 
will give within a few months, in all 
usual cases,the year in which the ves- 
sel was built. Where ships were pur- 
chased abroad, from the Navy, etc., it 
will not work. For example, the yacht 
SACANDO 229473 was built 1930 at Wil- 
mington, Delaware. She was actually 
documented A.C.F.#3 April 4 that year. 
THE HAVANA RAILROAD CARFERRIES.... As 
is well known, a subsidiary of the 
Florida East Coast Railroad--Florida 
East Coast Car Ferry Co.--ran HENRY M. 
FLAGLER, ESTRADA PALMA, and JOSEPH R. 
PARROTT between Key West and Havana 
until the mid-thirties. When the Sep- 
tember, 1934, hurricane wrecked the F. 
E. GC. Key West Extension, they were 
transferred briefly to Miami, and 
thereafter used Port Everglades as the 
United States terminal. 

Strangely,this subsidiary was in- 
corporated in South Dakota, while an- 
other, the Peninsular & Occidental SS. 
Coe, has always had its home port in 
Connecticut. 

These three ferries were comman- 
deered for tank transport service in 
the Pacific, their car decks being ce- 
mented over. I have heard that it cost 
more to remove this cement than the 
first and last-named were resold for. 
I do not think the F.E.C. opposed the 
commandeering, for they had had great 
aifficulty in crewing the ferries aft- 
er subs got busy along the coast. This 
applied especially to firemen. 

A Mr.Taylor from Norfolk acquired 
or leased the modern terminal facili- 
ties at West Palm Beach (Riviera) when 
M.& M., Bull, and others quit running. 
He cperated small, old freighters to 
Caribbean ports under foreig flags 
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and W-E 117000 (1900 vintage) under 
the U.S. flag to Porto Rico as long as 
it was profitable. 
When the shooting stopped, he got 
the Grand Trunk's Lake Michigan car- 
ferry GRAND HAVEN and brought her to 
Florida via the Illinois and Missis- 
sippi Rivers. She used Port Everglades 


as a terminal until he got a float 
| bridge moved from Miami to West Palm 
Beach. (Yes, there were two float 


bridges at Miami. Someone intended to 


run railroad cars from the P.& 0. dock 
at 6th Street NE to Terminal Island, 
Miami Beach, but it did not pan out.) 


GRAND HAVEN at Muskegon, 1940 
--Photo by CBM 
GRAND HAVEN could not begin to 
handle the business offered--a strange 
thing, since under F. E. C. aegis only 
one boat had been needed,except in the 
Cuban pineapple season, when a second 
was sufficient. Taylor had HENRY M. 
FLAGLER and JOSEPH R. PARROTT brought 
around from the Pacific Coast. All 
three are under the Honduran flag. 
This run is doing so well that I 
understand a modern ferry is being 
built for it in Canada. The present 
three, of necessity, have their tracks 
spaced so close that they cannot take 
all railroad cars now in service. The 
same applies to their deck heights. 
GRAND HAVEN was a coal-burner,but 
was scheduled to be changed to oil in 
1949. The others were always oil-burn- 
ers. The F. Ese C.SRR., ain. fact jets 
said to have been the first to use 
oil-fired locomotives. One story is 
that Standard Oil interests helped 
finance Flagler's Over-the-Seas Exten- 
sion on condition the F.E.C. use oil. 


til nae Dickinson calls 
For The Blue Pencil! -tiertion to our er. 


ror in crediting the CITY OF NEW YORK 
photo (SB,vii:71) to him. Apologies to 
Robert A. Potts, whose picture it was. 

The veteran diesel ferry .at Pic- 
tou, N. S. (same page), is ASHAGOLA, 
not ISLANDER, 
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PASSAGE DOWN EAST 


Extracts from a book in preparation by Clarence N. Rogers, on steamships to the 


Maritime Provinces. 


It will have one main section for each principal "Gateway" 


port,comprising a general history and individual accounts of the steamers which 
used the port. Here are his "Yarmouth Gateway" and history of the liner BOSTON. 


Yarmouth is situated 
Nova Scotia. 


on the extreme southwestern point of the Province of 
With the possible exception of Shelburne, it is the most suitable 


terminus for steamers from Boston or New York searching for the nearest point of 


land in the Maritime Provinces. 
first little paddlewheelers 


It was chosen early, 
hugged the coast 


for the reason that the 
as far as possible before making 


the dash across the Bay of Fundy, thus minimizing the hazards of open water. 


Yarmouth saw its first steamboat in 1842, 
dled across the bay, arriving on Thursday,June 3, of that year. 


when the little SAXE GOTHA pad- 
She had sailed 


from Saint John the day before, and,after a brief call at Yarmouth,she departed 


the same afternoon for Halifax. 


SAXE GOTHA continued on the run 
for some little time during the summer 
season. She established a regular 


service from Saint John to Halifax via 
Yarmouth and the ports of Shelburne, 
Lunenburg, Liverpool,and Brier Island. 
She required 26 hours' running time 
between Yarmouth and Halifax, allowing 
about an hour in each port en route. 

A cranky little steamer, SAXE 
GOTHA consistently listed either to 
port or to starboard. The consequent 
adifficulties of navigation were aggra- 
vated by the fact that there were no 
engine room telegraphs in those days. 
Her captain bellowed his orders from 
the narrow little bridge, located di- 
rectly over the engine room. But, in 
spite of her crudeness, she proved to 
be quite a ship. 

SAXE GOTHA was withdrawn in 1843; 
but she proved the possibilities. The 
little NORTH AMERICA, built at Saint 
John in 1839, 
mouth-Lunenburg-Halifax service in 
1843, but was unsuccessful. But by 
now Nove Scotians realized the useful- 
ness of the steamboat. The following 
five or six years saw a number of 
small, crude craft slide into the wa- 
ters of Fundy. Among these was HERALD, 
built near Saint John and launched in 
1848. She operated successfully on 
the run abandoned by SAXE GOTHA. 

The first direct service from Bos- 
ton was offered by EASTERN STATE in 
1851. During the 1850's, she ran for 
the Yarmouth Steam Nav. Co.,connecting 
with stage coaches for the interior. 

But Yarmouth did-not really de- 
velop into a steamship port of signi- 
ficance until L. E. Baker undertook,in 
1885, to establish a regular service 
from Boston. Her harbor approaches, 
and even more her relative isolation 
from central and eastern Nova Scotia 
worked against her in the early days. 

The land around Yarmouth harbor 


entered the Boston-=Yar-— 


runs out in a long arm with many outer 
rocks and small islands . breaking the 
rugged coastline. It takes a good deal 
of seamanship to navigate the outer 
channel, and one wonders that no major 
tragedies have overtaken the ships 
through the years as they have woven 
in and out. Once in the harbor, how- 
ever, the channel is almost a straight 
line to the town docks and the modern 
Eastern Steamship Lines terminal. 

The railroads eventually built 
right up to the docks, the Canadian 
National from the ocean side, the Do- 
minion Atlantic (now Canadian Pacific) 
from the Bay. At train departure time 
the Canadian National train would back 
up to the Dominion Atlantic train, and 


they would leave in opposite direc- 
tions, both bound for Halifax. The 
former embled around the ruggec south 


shore of the peninsula--a matter of 
some seventy miles before it really 
got lined up for the run to Halifax. 

The Dominion Atlantic line, al- 
though it started up the "wrong" side 
of Nova Scotia, really had a better 
route to Halifax--when it was finally 
completed. It began with the construc- 
tion in 1879 of an isolated line, the 
Western Counties Railway,from Yarmouth 
to Digby. There was long a gap known 
as the "missing link" between Digby 
and Annapolis. This was bridged for 
years by the steamers EMPEROR and Ee 
VANGELINE,but was eventually closed by 
completion of the railroad in 1891. 

In 1885,Baker's plan was to carry 
mail, passengers, and freight, in con- 
nection with this railroad to Digby. 
He purchased two steamers which had 
been competing for the Yarmouth serv- 
ice: DOMINION a LINDA of the Clements 
Line and ALPHA,owned by Samuel Killam. 
With the two ships, Baker organized 
the Yarmouth Steamship Co. Soon after= 
wards, this company acquired the Brit- 
ish-built YARMOUTH and BOSTON, and was 
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able to offer foyr sailings per week. 

Although the new company fed the 
bulk of its traffic to the Dominion 
Atlantic, that concern determined to 
place its own ships on the Boston-Yar- 
mouth run. In -i897, it built the <ex- 
press steamer PRINCE EDWARD and de- 
clared open war on Baker's line. In 
1898 and 1899, it brought the twin 
PRINCE GEORGE and PRINCE ARTHUR across 
the Atlantic,and from that moment Yar- 
mouth became the second most important 
port in Nova Scotia. 

The railroad was heavily financed 
in England. Baker's company, unable to 
stand the stiff competition, threw up 
its hands in June, 1901, and sold out 
its interests tothe Dominion Atlantic. 

From 1912 to the present, the 
Yarmouth Line has been controlled by 
the Eastern Steamship Corp.or its suc- 
cessor, Eastern Steamship Lines. When 
the PRINCES were nearly 30 years old, 
Eastern brought out EVANGELINE and 
YARMOUTH, sister ships of 7000 gross 
tons. These more than doubled the 
capacity of previous facilities. A few 
years later, when they put the even 
larger ACADIA on the New York-Yarmouth 
summer service, traffic poured through 
the little port of Yarmouth, with 
eight arrivals and departures a week. 

Except for the war period between 
1914 and 1918, service between Boston 
and Yarmouth was not interrupted until 
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BOSTON 


The handsome little 
liner BOSTON was built by 
A. Stephen & Son, Ltd., at 
Glasgow, Scotland, for the 
Yarmouth Steamship Company 
and launched September 15, 
1890. Rapidly finished, 
she sailed for Nova Scotia, 
arriving at Yarmouth at 
ten in the morning, Novem- 
per 24,1890. Her transat- 
lantic crossing estabd- 
lished her as the fastest 
single-screw steamer of 
her size in the world. 

Her smart lines and _. 
twin stacks set the style 
for the British-designed BOSTON 
ships that were to come after her: 
PRINCE EDWARD, PRINCE GEORGE,and PRINCE 
ARTHUR. BOSTON's specifications were 
245' x 36' x 20', 1694 tons gross, 734 
net. Her motive power was a single 
three-cylinder engine, 34", 51", 84" x 
36" stroke, developing 568 horsepower. 

BOSTON entered the Boston-Yar- 
mouth service under the command of 
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the second world war. Judged in the 
light of postwar developments, this 
second interruption seems to have 
marked a change in the attitude of the 
shipping people. During the interval 
the Yarmouth line has been attacked by 
the disease which seems to have over- 
taken almost all American coastwise 
shipping. Eastern eventually resumed 
service with YARMOUTH; but she ran at 
rates double those of prewar seasons, 
and during the summer only,leaving the 
provinces without service for more: 
than nine months of the year. Then her 
owners announced that, when she could 
be sold, they would abandon the line. 

For a time, it looked as if this 
were the end of the century-old serv- 
ice founded by SAXE GOTHA and NORTH 
AMERICA.But a second announcement, this 
time from the Canadian Government, has 
gone far to dispel the shadow cast by 
the first. It now seems settled that a 
new ship will be built to meet the de- 
mand for passage down east which has 
kept YARMOUTH's cabins filled for the 
few weeks she has plied her old route 
each year. The new vessel will be con- 
structed at government expense. It is 
possible that she may connect Yarmouth 
with a United States port other than 
Boston, when she begins service in 
1951. But,even though the traditional 
route should be abandoned,the Yarmouth 
Gateway is not yet closed. 
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--Stebvins Photo, SPNEA 


Captain S. Stanwood, immediately after 
her arrival from Europe. The next 
spring, she went over to the Boston- 
Saint John line, operating to Digby on 
a triangular service until Digby was 
discontinued as a port of call. During 
the heavy season, she returned to the 
Yarmouth Line, running opposite the 
slower YARMOUTH of 1887. Now and then, 
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from 1897 on, she found the 
PRINCE EDWARD competing with her. 

The competition continued as late 
as 1901. That year,the Yarmouth Steam- 
ship Company was operating, besides 
BOSTON, the steamers CITY OF ST. JOHN, 
ALPHA, and YARMOUTH, as well as’ the 
little connecting boat MESSENGER b 
PRINCE ALBERT. Its opponent, the Do- 
minion Atlantic, had four vessels: 
PRINCE ARTHUR, PRINCE GEORGE, PRINCE 
EDWARD, and the paddler PRINCE RUPERT. 

By 1902, the Yarmouth Steamship 
Company was under the full control of 
the Dominion Atlantic. PRINCE GEORGE 
was then assigned to run opposite BOS- 
TON, while PRINCE ARTHUR inaugurated 
the Yarmouth-New York summer service. 
This arrangement released the old YAR- 
MOUTH for overhaul and repairs, in or- 
der that she might carry on during the 
winter months when business dropped 
off. Even though PRINCE GEORGE was a 
newer, faster, and more luxurious ves- 
sel, BOSTON enjoyed capacity bookings. 

When the Eastern Steamship Cor- 
poration, under Calvin Austin, reached 
out on June 7, 1912, and acquired con- 
trol of the Yarmouth Line, it already 
had under its flag virtually every 
passenger ship engaged in coastal 
traffic north of Boston, except for 
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When the tug MOULTONBORO 
yacht SWALLOW was changed to diesel. 


with an engine he had rebuilt, 
of Lakeport. 
of heating surface, 
on 150-175. 
It is so arranged that either cylinder 
or both can be operated on high-pres- 
sure,and attains a speed of 450 r.p.m. 
LA MAROTTE--which is French for 
"Hobby"=--takes 10 to 15 minutes"to get 
going when cold--quickest record 8min- 
utes." About four buckets of coal 
keeps her running all day; though she 
will also burn wood or a combination 
of both. The boiler holds four gallons 
of water. The three-bladed propeller, 
174" in diameter, 28 to 30 pitch, will 
drive her at a top speed of 7 m.p-h. 
Mr. Brewster reports that LA MA- 
ROTTE is a good steady craft, steams 
easily, and is wonderful in rough wa- 
ter. Her original gas engine was re- 
moved in 1945, when steam was in- 
stalled. Her hull is 20' long by 6! 
beam, and draws about two feet. 
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those running to Halifax. By this 
transaction, the aging BOSTON and her 
fleetmates passed to American control. 

Not long after England went to 
war with Germany in 1914, the twins, 
PRINCE GEORGE and PRINCE ARTHUR were 
taken over by the British Government 
for channel service. Curbed by war, 
the flow of traffic on the Yarmouth 
Line dropped off to a trickle. BOSTON 
remained on the service until 1917. By 
then the United States, realizing that 
the war was drawing nearer, began qui- 
etly acquiring ships here and there,as 
a step toward building up its patrol 
fleets. BOSTON was purchased for the 
handsome sum of $110,000. 

Assigned to the Navy,she was des- 
patched to Brooklyn Navy Yard, where 
she was transferred from British to 
United States registry and renamed the 
USS CAMBRIDGE. Painted gray, and fit- 
ted with five-inch guns, she was sent 
out on trials. Tests revealed,however, 
that she was too weak for the proposed 
service,and she was returned to the Na- 
vy Yard and laid up.There she remained 
until 1921, when she was taken to Bal- 
timore by a scrap metal company.Event- 
ually auctioned off ata marshal's 
sale, she never again saw service, but 
came to her end inascrapyard in 1926. 


‘LA MAROTTE, LAST WINNIPESAUKEE STEAMER 


By coincidence, John L.Lochhead and Roland P.Carr independently submitted items 
on LA MAROTTE, based on her owner's data. 


sank to the bottom of Lake Winnipesaukee and the 
the launch LA MAROTTE, owned by George F. 
Brewster, became the lake's only steamer, after a century of steamboating. 

In 1945, Mr. Brewster, who has a summer home at Winter Harbor on Wolfeboro 
Neck, designed and built her porcupine-type watertube boiler 
in a hull built many years ago by a Mr. Johnson 
The boiler, with heater and superheater coils and 35 square feet 
can carry pressures up to 250 pounds, but usually operates 
The 5<horsepower compound engine is 2" and 33" bore by 34" stroke. 


Their stories are here combined. 


and installed it, 


LA MAROTTE's Engine and Boiler 
--Photo sent by John L. Lochhead 
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THE CHAUNCEY M. 


So ran the newspaper advertise- 
ment of CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW's first real 
Bermuda trip. And the thousand-odd 
people who turned up for the trip were 
delighted with the variety of enter- 
tainments provided. There were the 


Wheel of Fortune, Bingo, Raffles, 
Games, Refreshments, and, to top it 
all, dancing to the music of Pot Gil- 


bert and his Melody Climbers. It is 
very doubtful whether Bermudians have 
ever before enjoyed such a selection 
of activities afloat on board a single 
vessel. Advertised to get away from 
the foot of Burnaby St. at 8:50 P.M., 
the ship sailed nearer 9:45,a striking 
picture in the bright moonlight. 

The Bermuda Government's new 
tender CHAUNCEY M.DEPEW steamed proud- 
ly into Hamilton early in the morning 
of June 8, 1950, and, amid an almost 
hysterical outbreak of whistle greet- 
ings from local craft at the docks, 
she tied up in her new home port for 
the first time. She had had an une- 
ventful run to Bermda,taking just un- 
der five days from Baltimore,including 
a 24-hour stop at Norfolk for oil. In 
command for the ocean run was Captain 
Stanley Burns, Bermuda's Pilot Warden. 
Also aboard were Mr.James Parker,Board 
of Trade Inspector who "found" the 
vessel in Baltimore and negotiated her 
purchase, and Mr. Austin Gilmour, Ber- 
muda Mid-Ocean News Staff Reporter. 

One unusual feature immediately 
spotted by spectators was that the new 
craft apparently had two names. CHAUN=- 
CEY M.DEPEW appeared at bow and stern, 
put two new name boards atop the pilot 
house bore the words SOMERS ISLE. It 
has since been stated that the latter 
will probably be the new name, but to 
date (midsummer--Ed.) nothing has been 
done about it, and the ship now has no 
name painted on her at all. The name 


"Of the thousands of steamboats 
that ran on the Mississippi only a few 
are preserved for posterity in pic- 
tures. The great majority remain only 
as names.It is tragic to hear of steam- 
boat pictures being thrown in the fur- 
nace after a riverman has passed away 
or lost interest in them. They may be 
the only known pictorial record of an 
important vessel, and all steamers are 
important,from the great lower Missis- 
sippi packets to the little low-water 
boats on the farthest tributary. The 


By Alan Staight 


"FLOATING BAZAAR---SOMETHING NEW---CRUISING IN THE MOONLIGHT ON OUR NEWEST 
CARNIVAL SHIP, THE 'CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW'---TONIGHT! " 
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CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW seems to be a bit of 
a mouthful for some of the local popu- 
lation. She is known variously as the 
"Chauncey," the "Chaunessy M. Depewy," 
or just "The New Boat." 

Since her arrival in Bermuda she 
has had two jobs. On June 22 she con- 
veyed nearly 900 passengers between 
Hamilton and H. M. Dockyard for a Navy 
Day show. Her second job was the 
cruise mentioned at the beginning of 
this article. Her primary purpose in 
these waters will be to serve asa 
tender to cruising liners lying in the 
Great Sound and Grassy Bay. She will 
be particularly suited for this,as her 
size will enable her to bring ashore 
an entire passenger list from a liner 
in only one trip. At present, it often 
takes three tenders to do the job. 

On hand to greet CHAUNCEY M.DEPEW 
on her arrival in Bermuda waters was 
the old-timer CORONA, also a former 
Hudson River vessel. Steamboat enthus- 
iasts here are hoping for a race. ’One 
nearly occurred on June 22, when both 


steamers left Hamilton for Dockyard 
within a few minutes of each other. 
Unfortunately, CORONA (aboard which 


the author was purser) had three stops 
to make en route, and by the time she 
arrived the "Chauncey" was tied up and 
had discharged her passengers. 

Editor's Note. Latest word on CHAUNCEY 
M. DEPEW comes from our Chesapeake Bay 
Regional Editor. He writes that "at 
least one citizen of Bermuda... be- 
lieves her purchase was a grave error 
in judgment, and that the money should 
have been spent for a channel allowing 
cruise ships to dock rather than for a 
tender ... . Since few cruise ships 
have visited the island, the DEPEW has 
had little to do. Instead,she has been 
employed on all-day cruises from Ham- 
ilton along the shore to St.George's." 


same goes for freight bills, advertis- 
ing cards, landing lists,ledgers--any- 
thing that will preserve the history 
of steamboatmen and their craft. 

"And today is just as important. 
The towboats of 1950 will inthe future 
be just as hazy in memory as the pac- 
kets. Records of big tows, fast trips, 


new ways of handling barges, all of 
these will be a part of river history 
« « » for the people who may run the 


atom=-powered boats 50 years from now." 
--The Waterways Journal, 8/5/50, p.1l0. 
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Atlantic Seaboard 


End Of The Season.... Hudson River Day 
Liners, 3 of which were active this 
year, have hibernated. ROBERT FULTON, 
vertical-beam sidewheeler, went into 
mothballs 9/10/50. ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 
her inclined-engine sidewheel consort, 
followed 9/12. PETER STUYVESANT, the 
line's only screw propeller,carried on 
until 10/15. This year the new manage- 
ment poked her nose into several sel- 
dom-visited ports, the latest of which 
was Elizabethport, 9/9/50. 

CITY OF KEANSBURG, only brand-new 
boat ever built(1926) for the New York 
& Keansburg Line, and the sidewheeler 
CITY OF NEW YORK a TALBOT, formerly of 
Chesapeake Bay,again served the Keans- 
burg route, the former continuing late 
in the season, after CITY OF NEW YORK 
was laid up at Keyport. Two Wilson 
Liners, LIBERTY BELLE and STATE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, operated in the New York 
area, furnishing regular Jersey City- 
New York-Rockaway Beach service and 
charter trips. SANDY HOOK, the famous 
"Flyer," has ended her season and is 
tied up for the winter to the Day 
Line's HENDRICK HUDSON at Pier 81,N.R. 
EVANGELINE of Eastern SS. Lines,having 
finished her cruise season without be- 
coming "the first ocean cruise ship to 
leave from" Washington, D.C. (SB,vii: 
47), is now laid up at Pier 18, N.R. 
Valedictory Notes. . . . BEAR MOUNTAIN 
208651 a CLERMONT left Pier 81 Friday, 
September 1, under tow to be broken up 
at Bordentown, N.J. Launched from the 
T. S. Marvel Yard, Newburgh, N.Y.,Dec. 
15, 1910, she was a steel-hulled side- 
wheeler of 1864 gross,the last passen- 
ger vessel built for the Catskill Even- 
ing Line. Sold Sept.,1919, to the Pal- 
isades Interstate Park Commission, she 
was operated New York-Bear Mountain as 
a day boat by McAllister Nav.Co.,which 
later bought her.Sutton Line succeeded 
'to this route, renamed her in 1947,and 
laid her up in 1948. So passes another 
vertical-beam engine, Fletcher's #208. 

On the night of June 12-15, HAR- 
RISON 204488 a IRENE ELAINE DAVIS,217- 
ton steam lighter built 1907 at New 
Baltimore, N. Y., and used many years 
between Newark and New York by Newark 
Terminal & Transportation Co., was an- 
chored in Delaware Bay near Ben Davis 
Shoal. Suddenly a heavy explosion in 
her forward hold tore her to pieces. 
She was en route to Baltimore, for her 
first job since her sale in Dec.,1948. 
It is believed that her coal contained 
a land mine from the South Amboy blast. 
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Harry Cotterell, Jr., Editor 
56 Alexander St., Newark 6,N.J. 
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VISITOR a YANTIC b SIGHTSEER 
New York's smallest passenger boat, 
which lately revived direct service a- 
cross Jamaica Bay between Canarsie and 
Rockaway Beach,after a lapse of almost 
forty years. Photo by Section Editor. 


The well-known stack-mark of HAR- 
RISON's former owners has also disap- 
peared from New York harbor. In Feb. 
their three steam lighters and several 
barges were sold to Pontin Lighterage. 
The lighters were EXPRESS, J.H.WOOD a 
DESPATCH, and TRANSPORT a CRRofNJ NO. 
50,with a pilot house large enough for 
a square dance. They are now painted 
red with black stacks and fly the yel- 
low-and=blue Pontin houseflag.N.T.& T. 
Co. continues as a North Jersey truck- 
ing outfit,leaving the Passaic without 
a common-carrier line of its own. 
Strandings And Jolts.... AMEKICANA,Me- 
seck's popular Rye Beach boat, built 
1908 at Ecorse, Mich., ran aground off 
Oakland Beach near Rye, N.Y., 7/11/50, 
in dense fog. Her 290 passengers were 
removed by her boats.Freed by the tide 
and two tugs, she returned to Jersey 
City with no apparent damage. She and 
JOHN A. MESECK a NAUSHON are wintering 
at Jersey City below the Colgate clock. 

On the Delaware, the double-ended 
propeller CHESTER a GENERAL SUMNER b 
RALPH J. PALUMBO, owned by Delaware 
River Ferry Co., grounded on a mudflat 
in fog the night of 10/18/50,stranding 
19 passengers until another vessel of 
the same line could free her. 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA,Wilson Lin- 
er,rammed the Elizabethport recreation 
pier 8/30/50, damaging it, but not in- 
juring herself or her passengers. 
Super-Ferries.... Two of 5 new triple- 
deck Staten Island ferries have been 
launched at Mariners Harbor,S.I. PVT. 
JOSEPH F. MERRILL, JR., took the water 
8/19/50; CORNELIUS G. KOLFF, 10/16/50. 
Late Flash: CITY OF NEW YORK,torn from 
her mooring by the Nov. 27 storm, was 
driven high on shore a mile away. 
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NEW ENGLAND-CANADA Doris 


V.Green, Editor, 125 Broad 
Street,Groton,Connecticut. 


Our picture shows a 
funeral procession. Early 
last August,Bowring Broth- 
ers' wooden steam sealing 
vessel S.S. EAGLE, last of 
a type for which Newfound=- 
land has been femous, was 
towed out to sea, burned, 
and sunk with honors, off 
St. John's, Newfoundland. 

While carrying coal from Phila- 
Getpnia torst. John's, Nfid., Oct. 22, 
NORTH VOYAGEUR a ALEXANDRA b GASPESIA 
was lost ina storm off Newfoundland, 
with 11 of her crew of 19. Built 1909 
in -Germany,she had been owned for many 
years by Clarke SS. Co. of Montreal. 

George Higgins sends several St. 
John, N. B., items, old and new. One, 
from the Morning Freeman, 6/18/67, re- 
calls a great St.John River boat: "The 
new steamer ROTHESAY made a splendid 
run to Fredericton, making the whole 
distance to Fawn's Wharf inS hours and 
14 minutes." She returned in 4 hours, 
51 minutes, which,not sllowing for de- 
lay caused by floating timber about the 
Fredericton boom, was quite a record. 

BLUEWATER III,diesel cabin cruis- 
er about 50' long, owned by Inter-City 
Nav.Co., tried to revive St. John Riv- 
er passenger service this summer. On 
Auge 10, Mr. Higgins reported she had 
not gone above Crystal Beach,15 mi.up. 

SONGO (SB,vi:80)left Sebago Lake, 
Me.,bvy trailer truck,Sept.12. It took 
five days to build a marine railway to 
haul her out. Pilot house and canopy 
were razed for the overland trip. From 
Portland she propelled herself to Long 
Island. Capt.R.L.Judge of Hicksville, 
N. Y., will use her as a party boat. 

TICONDEROGA, last Lake Champlain 
sidewheeler, had a successful season, 
carrying 14,000 passengers and ending 
up "in the black." Congratulations to 
Burlington Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
which saved "TI" from the scrap heap. 

Another TICONDEROGA, the LCI-L 
converted by Lake George Stbt.Co., had 
a long hard battle to get into that 
lake,whose oozy edge would not support 
the launching ways. She finally got 
under way in September. 

At Boston,inanovel sort of fish- 
ing project, the new 45! dragger MINK~ 
ETTE I, owned by several mink ranchers 
in Mass. and N. H., provides a steady 
supply of fresh fish for 8000 mink. 

Wilson's BOSTON BELLE, which ran 
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at Boston this summer, started a New 
Bedford-Provincetown charter cruise 
Sunday, Sept. 10. Fog on Cape Cod Bay 
prevented her returning through the 
Canal till Monday, and 2327 excursion- 
ists spentarather chilly night on the 
all-metal craft. Late in November, re- 
acquisition of JOHN A.MESECK a NAUSHON, 
reportediy available, was again being 
urged in New Bedford,to permit at least 
two sailings a day to the Islands. 
BOJANGLES a ELIZABETH MONROE SMITH 
is still at New London,renemed c QUON- 


SET, YANKEE a MACHIGONNE b HOOK MOUN- 
TAIN c BLOCK ISLAND has gone to Newport 
to paliew NELSECO II, for overhaul. 
ELIZABETH ANN is due for drydocking 
before taking the Pt. Judith-Block I. 
run from SPRIGG CARROLL for the winter. 
ISLANDER a HEMPSTEADb HACKENSACK, 
former L. I. RR. and Mass. SS. Lines 
ferry,is sold to Whale City Dredging & 
Dock Co. She lay at New London Julye2. 
Leaving New London in fog Aug.3l, 
PEMAQUID collided with buoy tender MA- 
RIPOSA. Neither was disabled. After 
the Block Island season, PEMAQUID ran 
on the Connecticut in connection with 
Middletown's tercentenery celebration. 
She was so successful that Sound SS. 
Lines plan to run her out of Middle- 
town, starting 5/50/5), and) to putre 
larger boat on the Block Island route. 
Last regular passenger service on the 
Connecticut, that of the night boats 
HARTFORD and MIDDLETOWN,ended 11/1/31. 
After running to Fishers Island 
since May, 1948, COL. JOHN E. BAXTER a 
FISHERS ISLAND has been recalled by 
the Army and is now at Newport. To re= 
place her, Fishers Island Ferry Dis- 
trict Commission has purchased MYSTIC 
ISLE, 110! triple-screw diesel craft 
from Lake Erie.Launched 1942 for Cataw- 
ba - Put-in-Bay ferry service, she was 
the first allewelded steel ship built 
in this country. MYSTIC ISLE docked at 
New London Oct.26,after a stormy 3000- 
mile trip from Cleveland, and took over 
from RANGER, interim vessel, on-Nov. id. 
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CHESAPEAKE BAY AND SOUTH John 
L. Lochhead, Editor, Mariners! 
Museum, Newport News, Virginia. 


ALCOR a DIXIE left the James 
River idle fleet in tow for Bal- 
timore in July. She is scheduled 
to be junked; though resale is 
possible. STATE OF MARYLAND, 
former Old Bay Liner, in the re- 
serve fleet at Mobile, was of-= 
fered for sale Aug. 20. ACADIA, 
prewar Eastern liner,"still dec- 
orates the bulkhead at Seawell's 
Point," says C. S. Hawkins. 

Shortage of materials will 
delay modernization of Newport News- 
Pine Beach ferries until late summer, 
and so give the sidewheel ferries a 
longer lease on life. Hawkins reports 
(9/18) that two of these,CITY OF RICH- 
MOND a VIRGINIA and SEAWELL'S POINT a 
OHIO, have been overhauled, while a 
third, CHESAPEAKE a BUFFALO, is in dry- 
dock. Bids for Norfolk s other side- 
wheeler, NEW YORK, were called for by 
Oct. Sl. Reportedly condemned by the 
inspectors, she seems destined for 
scrap. The screw ferry FORT LEE, last 
new boat to be built for the Edgewater 
Ferry at New York,and owned since 1943 
at Norfolk, has been dismantled. 

Decision on permanent’ substitu- 
tion of busses for C. & 0. ferries was 
postponed to Nov. 15; but,since Ports- 
mouth has withdrawn its objection to 
the railway's petition, it seems that 
we shall lose VIRGINIA and WAUKETA. 

The Wilson Liner BAY BELLE made 
her usual post-Labor Day excursions to 
Cambridge and the C. & D. Canal from 
Baltimore. TOLCHESTER also made excur- 
sions. ROBERT E. LEE, which went from 
Baltimore to Washington late in July 
to resume excursions on the Potomac, 
was laid up with BEAR MOUNTAIN at Wash- 
ington immediately after Labor Day. 
The A-frame and walking beam of Wash- 
ington's old sweetheart FOTOMAC a AL- 
BANY have been set up as a ae to 
her in front of the Mariners’ Museum. 


High Seas 


U. S. Liner Notes.... After taking the 
superliner UNITED-STATES, building at 
Newport News,in mid-September, the De- 
fense Dept. has returned the vessel. 
Now one-third complete, she will be 
ready in 1952. Exact speed has not 
been announced; but it is assumed she 
will compete with the British QUEENS. 
The American President liners building 
at Camden,taken over at the same time 
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The Mobile Bay Steamer EASTERN SHORE 
--Courtesy Alabama State Docks & Terminals 
The Newport News Shipbuilding and 


Drydock tug HUNTINGTON, which carried 
SSHSA members ona memorable tour of 
the James River in 1946, has been con- 
verted to diesel. Her steam whistle 
and pilot house eagle were given to 
the Mariners! Museum. The only other 
outward change is her shortened stack. 
The Brazilian steamer BAHIA, a 
former frigate converted at Elizabeth 
City, left Norfolk in September for 
service between Rio de Janeiro and Re- 
cife via Bahia. Her sister, JOSE MAR- 
CELINO, was converted two years ago. 
FAIRFAX, M. & M. liner sold Chin- 
ese in 1946 and renamed CHUNG HSING, 
has been resold Panamanian and named c 
PACIFIC STAR. WESTON M. CARROLL a 
CHARLES S. NEFF b SERPENTINE c GABINCO 
d SERPENTINE, the little stemwinder 
from the Great Lakes which has been 
laid up so long at Norfolk,was sold in 
August to Overseas Dredge& Dock Corp., 
Brielle,N.J., and renamed f£ SAN DIEGO. 
The concrete hull of GEN. D. H. 
RUCKER, relic of first war, once a gov- 
ernment craft on the Potomac, has been 
sunk at Virginia Beach as a breakwater. 
Many old colliers in the fleet op- 
erating outof Norfolk and Newport News 
have become barges. The latest is MARY 
J. SHERIDAN a BERWINDGLEN. Others are 
JAMES SHERIDAN a BERWINDVALE,WALTER D. 
NOYES, MIDDLESEX, JAMES L. RICHARDS, 
and EASTERN GLEN a MANGORE. 


Stephan Gmelin, Editor 
1 Indian Spring Rd., Cranford,N.J. 


will be completed as troopships. Unaf- 
fected are American President's INDE- 
PENDENCE and CONSTITUTION, now deing 
completed for maiden voyages to Europe 
in February and April, 1951. 

Lykes Lines commemorate 50 years' ship- 
ping under their flag in a special is- 
sue of their Fleet Flashes, joining Del- 
ta, Matson, anc United Fruit in pub- 
lishing anniversary booklets. 
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first four are EC-2's; the last,a i 
Russian Liner Notes.... Former German 
HAMBURG (1926),sunk off Rugen in 1945, 
and HANSA (1923) are reportedly veing 
reconditioned at Antwerp on commission 
of the U.S.S.R. HANSA becomes b SOVI- 
ESCOLIN, JACOB THOMPSON (1943) b MORA- | ETSKI-SOYUZ. OCEANA (1912) a SIERRA 
LILLO, and TRANSOIL b SALAMANCA. ‘The SALVADA is also reported overhauled. 
“eee %* PANAMA LINE S°T.BiA ME RS Ferre 
Amei leet list, “by 
Charles R. Pittee, of 
steamers owned by the 
Panama RR. Co., 1849 to 
date, including those 
owned by the Isthmian 
Canal Commission and the 
U.SeA., assigned to the 
company for operation. 
The company's first 
maritime venture was op= 
eration of two iron 
sternwheelers on the 
Chagres River in 1850. 
Until 1865, ten sailing 
ships plied between New 
York and the Isthmus un- : “ 
2S Shard a pete ADVANCE --Courtesy The Mariners! Museum 
steamers connected Panama with west coast ports of Central America between 1856 
and 1872. The North Atlantic SS.Co., which operated 3 New York-Aspinwall steam- 
ers in 1859-60, was a joint venture of the Panama RR. Co. and the Pacific Mail 
SS. Co. In 1893-94 the company's Colombian Line ran chartered steamers between 
New York and the Isthmus. In 1895,3 steamers were bought for this service,which 
later became known as the Panama RR. SS. Line. During 1895 and briefly in 1901 
the line ran chartered tonnage from Panama to San Francisco. At various times, 
it has reached ports in Haiti and on the north and west coasts of South Ameri- 
Cae Since 1959 the service has been known as the Panama Line and, since the 
second world war, it has been confined to the New York=-Canal Zone route. 
ACHILLES (1915) Collier. In fleet, 1918-35. Condemned, 1948. 
ADRIATIC (1849) Owned jointly by company and Pacific Mail SS. Co., 1859-60. 
ADVANCE (1883) In fleet, 1895-1922. Stranded off Halifax, 7/2/23. 
ALLIANCA (1886) In fleet, 1895-1922. Abandoned, 1925. 
ALMA (1886) Tug at Aspinwall, 1886-90. 
ANCON (1877) Tug in Panama Bay, 1877-98. Abandoned, 1905. 
ANCON (1902) a SHAWMUT c PERMANENTE d TIDEWATER e CONTINENTAL In fleet, 1908- | 
1939. In service. 
ANCON (1939) Served as amphibious force flagship during war. In fleet. 
ATLANTIC (1849) Owned jointly by company and P.M.SS.Co.,1859-60.Broken up,1871. 
BALBOA (187?) Tug at Panama prior to 1877. 
BALTIC (1850) Owned jointly by company and P.M.SS.Co. Broken up, 1880. 
BOLIVAR (1885) Tug at Panama. Sold, 1913. fin Atlantic, 3/11/42: 
BUENAVENTURA (1918) a LAKE FLATTERY c CARIBSEA In fleet, 1923-41. Torpedoed 
CARIBBEAN (1907) a ANCON Formerly leader dredge. In fleet, 1917-22, 
COLON (1899) a MEXICO c YUKON In fleet, 1905-24. Stranded off Alaska, 2/3/46. 
COLUMBUS (1848) Purchased, 1856. Pioneer ‘vessel in company's Central American 
Line. Stranded off Central America, 12/9/61. 
COSTA RICA (1868) Built for company's Central American Line. Sold, 1872. 
CRISTOBAL (1902) a TREMONT c PHILIPPA ad ESMERALDA In fleet,1908-39. In service. 
CRISTOBAL (1905) Tag at Cristobal. To Panama Canal Dredging Div. 
CRISTOBAL (1939) Troopship during war. In fleet. /Dredging Div., 1920. 
CULEBRA (1907) Formerly ladder dredge. In fleet,1918. Returned to Panama Canal 
DARIEN (1920) Barge built for Isthmian Canal Commission, to be towed by col- 
liers. In fleet, 1920-27. In service. /11/26/08. 
FIN/NCE (1882) Purchased, 1895. Sunk in collision with GEORGIC off Sendy Hook, 
FLAMENCO (187?) Tug at Panama prior to 1876. 


Mexican shipping interests have ac- 
quired 5 former J. S. tankers and re- 
named them to run under the Mexican 
flag: RICHARD J. CLEVELAND (1943) b A- 
LAZAN, HENRY L.ELLSWORTH (1943) b REY- 


NOSA, CHRISTOPHER L. SHOLES (1943) D. 
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en up, 19356. 
GENERAL H.P.HODGES (1889) a 
GENERAL O.H.ERNST (1907) a 

£ PENCO In Piache 1917-25. 


GUATEMALA (1858) Purchased, 1859, 
GUAYAQUIL (1919) a 
Geneeeean; 10/4/41. 


MAMEI (1920) Data same as for DARIEN. 


PANAMA (1899) a 
PANAMA (1939) b 


ULYSSES (1915) Collier. 


BIA (1880), 


Inland Rivers 


Always interesting to the "steam- 
boat-minded" are those marine junction 
points at which steamers of two widely 
divergent types tie up side by side. 
Such a point was Mobile in the early 
years of the century, with typical 
western river packet steamers bpbooming 
down the rivers from the interior of 
Alabama, to rub guards at the wharves 
with Mobile Bay craft--sidewheslers of 
the same species as was then to be 
seen in any Atlantic Coast port. 


Mobile News carries a two-page spread 
commemorating this fellowship of the 


JAS. T. STAPLES 
-~Courtesy Ala.State Docks & Terminals 


Sp? EAM BOO A T 
GENERAL G.W.GOETHALS (1911) a GRUENEWALD c MUNORLEANS In fleet,1917-24. 


SAVOTA In fleet, 1917-22. 
~ SACHSENWALD c¢ COMMERCTAL PILOT ad CONDOR e INDUS B.F. 
Sold Chilean, 1928<.7 
GENERAL W.C.GORGAS (1902) a PRINZ SIGISMUND ¢ MIKHAIL LOMONOSOV In fleet,1917-25. 
GORGONA (1850) Sternwheeler built for company. 
for company's Central American Line. 
Stranded on Tonola Bar, Mexico, 10/13/72. 

LAKE FANQUIER c CARIBSTAR In fleet, 1925-41. 


HONDURAS (1871) In company's Central American Line, 1871-72. 


PANAMA (187?) Tug at Panama prior to 1877. 
a HAVANA c ALEUTIAN In fleet,1905-26.Stranded off Alaska,5/26/29. 
b JAMES PARKER (transport during war) ¢ PANAMA In ras 
PARKERSBURGH aes) Purchased, 1865, for company's C. A. Line. 
RAPHAEL RIVAS (1850) Sternwheeler built for co.and Geo.Law. 
SALVADOR (1862) Built for company's Central American Line. 
In fleet, 1915-27. 
er, 1937; to tanker again, 1940. 
WINCHESTER (1865) Purchased, 1870, for company's C. A. Line. 
The following were chartered at various times 
OF EVERETT (1894), from U.S. & Brazil Mail SS. Co.; CITY OF PARA (1878), COLUM- 
and NEWPORT (1880), all from P.M.SS.Co.; 
CITY; SATURN (1890); WASHTENAW (1887) a OXFORD. 
ers chartered for the periods March, 1894-1895, and January-July, 1901. 


In its October issue, the Port _of 


steamboats,"Memories of Boats and Days 
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Brok= 


Abandoned, 1925. 


Used on Chagres River. 
sold, 


Torpedoed in 


DOLG, Asie. 
Used on Chagres R. 
Sold, 1872. 
Converted to tanker,1930; to whal- 


Soid, Ise. 
between 1894 and 1896: CITY 


PROGRESSO (1885) a WELLS 
Information is desired on oth- 


Capt. Frederick Way, Jr., Editor 
121 River Avenue, Sewickley, Pa. 


Gone By." Two of each type are depict- 
ed: NETTIE QUILL and JAS.T.STAPLES for 
the river, EASTERN SHORE and BAY QUEEN 
for the bay. JAS.T.STAPLES, whose pic- 
ture we reprint, was built 1908 at Mo- 
bile, for Tombigbee R. trade. She ex- 
ploded her boilers and killed her cap- 
tain, 1/9/135,but was rebuilt to run as 
PEERLESS ¢ HELEN BURKE until 1929. 
CHRIS GREENE, last packet steamer 
puilt on the western rivers, and TOM 
GREENE, which plied with her in the 
last regularly scheduled "trade," have 
left the dwindling roster of American 
steamers--though both will continue to 
render service afloat. The CHRIS,sold 
late in Octoberto Dayton Boat Club, 
will be a yacht harbor at that Ken- 
tucky port,losing pilot house,texas, 
boilers, and engines, but keeping 
her bell and sternwheel. The TOM, 
sold 2 weeks later,will be convert- 
ed by Commercial Barge Lines to an 
automobile barge,to be towedby oth- 
er craft where she once won races. 
Luck and long life to them both. 
Speaking of towing, the giant 
SPRAGUE, which could once shove all 
outdoors, found herself on Oct. 10 
in the embarrassing position of be- 
| ing shoved up her own river from 
Vicksburg by a pint-size diesel, 
while MGM cameramen filmed her for 
"Show Boat." 
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Great Lakes 


RONALD L. 


Though the steam trawler has nearly 
vanished from our salt water fishing 
ports, its Great Lakes counterpart is 
by no means extinct. Even the little 
village of Rossport,Ontario, far up on 
the "hump" of Lake Superior, boasts 
two of these jaunty craft: ROSSPORT, 
built 1915, and RONALD L., pictured 
above, which was built at Port Arthur 
as recently as 1943. Her owner, Wil- 
liam Legault, appears in the photo, 
just outside the door which opens onto 
her 55 horsepower compound engine. CBM 

Chesapeake & Ohio Ry. has ordered 
two duplicate carferries from Christy 
Wis. World's 


Corp. of Sturgeon Bay, 
largest carferries, they will be 406'x 
593', will ferry 32 freight cars, will 
have 60 staterooms, dining room, etc., 


and will carry automobiles. Skinner 
compound uniflow engines are to drive 
them at 18 m.p.h. They will join the 
present "Pere Marquette" fleet of six 
operating from Milwaukee, Manitowoc, 
and Kewaunee to Ludington. In taking 
over P. M. ferries, C. & 0. has made 
one change: stacks formerly black with 
red ball are now dark blue with yellow 
ball lettered "C and 0" in blue. 

Big bulk carriers are the order 
of the day in lake shipbuilding.Pitts- 
purgh SS. Co. has ordered 2 ore carri- 
ers from American Shipbuilding Co.,lo- 
rain, and one from Great Lakes Engin- 
eering Works, River Rouge, to measure 
18000 gross tons. Bradley Trans. Co., 
another U.S. Steel subsidiary, has or- 
dered a 666! self-unloader, capacity 
20000 tons stone, of Manitowoc Ship- 
building Co. All four will have geared 
turbines and make 18 m.p.h. light. 
They are to be ready by spring, 1952. 

Colonial Steamships, Ltd., are 
building a 654' ore carrier, largest 
Canadian freighter,at Port Weller,Ont. 
As soon as she is launched, work will 
begin on a sister ship. Defoe Ship- 
building Co., Bay City, is to build a 
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“Rev. Canon F. C. St. Clair, Editor 
514 N. Eighth St., Manitowoc, Wis. 


640! bulk freighter for Pioneer SS.Co. 
of Cleveland. World's largest fresh- 
water tanker, IMPERIAL LEDUC, was 
launched Nov. 4 at Collingwood, Ont., 
followed Nov. 18 at Port Arthur, Ont., 
by sister IMPERIAL REDWATER. They will 
carry crude oil from Superior,Wis., to 
Ontario refineries, apparently for In- 
perial Oil Company, Ltd. 

President Truman has signed a 
bill authorizing sale of 10 government- 
owned steamers for restoring Great 
Lakes package freight service. Report- 
ed applications are: D.& C. N. Co.,; 5; 
T. H. Browning SS. Go. and Nicholson 
Universal SS.Co. jointly, 5; Wisconsin 
& Michigan SS. Co., l. 

Charles F. Mensing, Toledo marine 
enthusiast and photographer, died of a 
heart attack in June at Bedford, Pa., 
while on vacation with Mrs. Mensing. 
He will be missed by his many friends 
around the Lakes and in the SSHSA. 

Sandsucker JOHN M.McKERCHY of the 
Kelley Island Lime & Transport Co. sank 
off Lorain Oct. 16. Capt. Horace S. 
Johnson lost his life trying to beach 
the 46-year-old steamer. 

The 1950 season on Lake Erie was 
featured by establishment of service 
between Sandusky and Kelleys Island by 
the new Kelley Island Boat Co. Capt. 
F. E. Hamilton, president, brought the 
motor vessel WELCOME from Washington 
Island, Wis., for the service. Capt. 
Hamilton formerly commanded PUT-IN-BAY. 
His friends and fellow-members of 
SSHSA will wish him all success. 

Great Lakes Towing Co. has given 
its 53-year-old tug AMERICA a diesel 
engine and a new 18-man cabin. Though 
stationed at Toledo,she will be avail- 
able for long lake towing. Three more 


| harbor tugs will be changed to diesel. 


Motorship NORFOLK of Paterson 
Steamships, Ltd.,has been rechristened 
HUMBERDOC in honor of a town on the 
Welland Canal. Gartland SS. Co. of 
Chicago has purchased FRANK E.TAPLIN a 
CHAS.W.KOTCHER from Wilson Transit Co. 

The shipbreakers have claimed a 
half-dozen prominent Canadian passen- 
ger carriers. Carferry ONTARIO NO. 1 
is being scrapped at Humberstone,Ont. ; 
ONTARIO NO. 2, stripped at Port Dal- 
housie. NORTHUMBERLAND is disappearing 
at Port Weller. HURONIC, MANITOBA,and 
the paddler KINGSTON have already been 
junked at Hamilton. On July 21 MANI- 
TOBA made the news one last time, when 
she was damaged by fire while being 
scrapped at the Steel Co. of Canada. 
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Robert W. Parkinson, Editor 
West Coast 3051 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, Cal. 
STEAMBOATS TO THE CARIBOO.... One of the most scenic routes in America is that 
of British Columbia's Pacific Great Eastern Ry., which, after its first sixty 
||miles, follows the old trails and steamboat routes to the goldfields of the 
"Cariboo"--the Upper Fraser country. A three-hour sail from Vancouver on the 
Union SS. Co.'s LADY CYNTHIA brings one up Howe Sound to the train at Squamish 
Dock. Near Pemberton,57 miles from Squamish, the line crosses the Lillooet Riv- 
er. Another 30 take it to Anderson Lake, and for 33 more it follows that and 
Seton Lake to Lillooet,where it crosses the Fraser. Twenty-five miles upstream, 
it leaves the river for Clinton and Soda Creek,then returns to follow it through 
Alexandria to Quesnel,milepost 347. It is now being built toward Prince George. 


The Cariboo Gold Rush,starting in 
1858, brought steamboating to the riv- 
ers and lakes of British Columbia. That 
spring the Hudson's Bay Co.'s BEAVER 
was on a trading cruise, and her mate, 
the propeller OTTER, could not handle 
the huge traffic. Steamboats rushed in 
from Puget Sound, the Columbia,and San 
Francisco to get part of it. Hope was 
head of navigation on the lower Fraser 
till the Columbia sternwheeler UMATILLA 
a VENTURE ascended to Yale,followed in 
1860 by the sternwheel HENRIETTA (Vic- 
toria, 1859) and others. From Hope or 
Yale, gold-seekers packed along the 
canyon of the Fraser to Lytton, up the 
Thompson to Cache Creek, and thence 
north to Clinton--or from Lytton north 
along the Fraser to Lillooet. 

On her secon trip,UMATILLA became 
the first to explore Harrison River and 
Lake.Though she was soon sold and sent 
to San Francisco(SB,v:30), other boats 
took this alternate route to the Cari- 
boo. Sternwheelers were built on Lil- 
looet, Seton,and Anderson Lakes. From 
Port Douglas at the head of Harrison 
Lake there was a 29-mile portage (Cam- 
els were used for a while) to Lillooet 
Lake,from the head of which (near Pem- 
berton) there was a 22-mile portage to 
Anderson Lake,which was separated from 
Seton Lake by a 14-mile portage. Be- 
yond Seton were four overland miles to 
Lillooet. Despite its de- 
lays and transshipments, 
this route carried most of 
the traffic until the Car- 
iboo Road from Yale_ to 
Clinton and Soda Creek was 
opened in 1862; but then 
its use declined until it 
was abandoned about 1867. 
There is now a motorboat 
line on Harrison Lake, but 
to follow the rest of the 
old route appears to re- 
quire the aid of local 
guides and boatmen. 

Lillooet Lake's first 
steamer was MARZELLE,built 

June, 1860, 60'x13'xe2s', 


--Courtesy Provincial Archives, Victoria, B.C. 


with 18-hp.engines,7"x22", boiler 56"x 
bets Relegated to Little Lillooet or 
Tenas Lake in 1863,she was replaced by 
PRINCE OF WALES, 100 T., 115'x20', 90- 
hp.engines,14"x54", 2 boilers,42"x16'. 
Anderson Lake in 1860 had LADY OF THE 
‘LAKE,72'x15'x4', 14-hp.engines,6"x24". 
Seton had CHAMPION, 110'x22', replaced 
in 1863. by:--SEATON, SO T., 100'xZz2'xS'"; 
60-hp. engines, 12"x36". 

First steamer between Soda Creek 
and Quesnel was ENTERPRISE, built near 
Alexandria, with machinery brought up 
over the Harrison route, and put in 
service May 9,1863.VICTORIA was built 
at Quesnel, 1868, with engines and 
boilers from PRINCE OF WALES. 

Sternwheelers are as much reptile 
as fish--witness ENTERPRISE's trip of 
1871.In the Omineca gold rush she went 
up the Fraser to Prince George,and via 
Nechako River, Stuart River and Lake, 
Tachie River, Trembleur Lake, Middle 
River,and Takla Lake to Takia Landing. 

When FORT YALE blew up at Union 
Bar, April 14, 1861, Purser F. J. Bar- 
nard survived, to found the B. C. Ex= 
press, better known as "B.xX." See B. 
C. Historical Quarterly, XIII (1949), 
Nos. 3 & 4($1 fron BCHS, Victoriae),for 
"The'B.X.'and the Rush to Fort George,” 
by W. J. West, which gives the history 
of the steamers of the B.X. and others 
used in railroad building, with a des- 
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criptive roster of Upper Fraser steam- 
ers,1863-1920.Lower Fraser steamboats, 
1858-1883,are treated in 3 articles by 
SSHSA member Norman Hacking in BCH@ of 
Oct.,1944, Jan.,1946, and April,1947. 


PETALUMA made her last trip Aug. 
24,1950,and tied up at Fetaluma. Thus 
quietly ended 101 years of sternwheel 
steamboating on San Francisco Bay and 


tributaries. She is replaced by a tug 
and barge service. One sternwheeler, 
not steam, remains on the Sacramento, 
the Engineers! gas snagboat PUTAH. 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST T.E.Sandry,Editor, 
4232 Eastern Avenue,Seattle,Washington 


Reverting to the sternwheel race 
Auge 19 at Seattle Seafair, no one was 
more surprised than the Army Engineers 
when their snagboat W.T.PRESTON showed 
her foaming wheel to SKAGIT CHIEF and 
the favorite SKAGIT BELLE(which devel- 
oped bearing trouble). Having expected 
to eat smoke all the way, Capt. Geo.S. 
Murch and Engineer Chris Hanson grinned 
happily as their plucky river-dog 
crossed the line to become Sternwheel 
Champion of the Pacific Northwest.Des- 
pite a horsepower handicap, her heavy 
tripod and boom and apparently scow- 
like bow, W. T. PRESTON confounded all 
soothsayers by reeling off about 12 
knots and finishing 5 lengths ahead. 

Directly after the race, the die- 
sel ex-steamer BELLINGHAM 813135 a GEN. 
MILES b WILLAPA was put to the torch 
in Elliott Bay,to demonstrate the pow- 
ers of the modernized Seattle fireboat 
DUWAMISH. The historic ship roared in- 
to an inferno so quickly that 4 PSMHS 
nembers who "set the job" had no time 
to spare in getting off. Purposely 
delayed, the alarm was finally given, 
and, exactly 7 minutes later, DUWAMISH 
had covered the mile to the fire and 
subdued the flames.After driving some- 
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W. T. PRESTON, SKAGIT BELLE, and SKAGIT CHIEF 
--Joe Williamson Photo 
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what less than her maximum of 25000 
gal. per minute into the floating fur- 
nace, Lt. Bud Burns and his crew non- 
chalantly took equipment right aboard 
the wreck and fully extinguished the 
remaining fire. But BELLINGHAM was not 
quite finished.That evening her gutted 
hull started smoking again. More water 
was poured into her, and she was towed 
to a position about 3/4 mile north of 
Duwemish Head, where she sank at 9:30 
P. M., in 550 feet of water. 

In a future issue, I hope to give 
you highlights in the career of BEL- 
LINGHAM, 68-year-old veteran of Colum- 
bia River, Alaska, and Puget Sound. 

The 8800-ton freighter COLABEE a 
PAGASSET of the USSB was sold in Aug- 
ust to Oliver J.Olson & Co., San Fran- 
cisco,for use in coastal lumber trade. 

DIAMOND CEMENT a EASTERN COAST, 
steel freighter Japanese-built for the 
USSB in 1920, is still operating de- 
pendably in coastwise trade under char- 
ter to Olympic-Griffiths Lines, Seat- 


tle. Owned by Permanente Corp., she 
spent years in lime-rock trade from 
Dall Island, Alaska, to Seattle. She 


now hauls lumber and general cargo, 
Puget Sound-Columbia River-California. 
Sternwheeler HASSALO's whistle, 
long on BARRY K,may now be heard when- 
ever CLAIRE rounds a bend. We had sur- 
mised that. it might goto the new PORT- 
LAND, but are even better pleased with 
this decision. The 5l-year-old bronze 
chime whistle was warmed up by a com- 
mittee including Harold Gill, whose 
letter to the Oregonian started the 
whole idea, and Harby Colson, engineer 
of CLAIRE. When its beautiful tones 
drifted across the water,gently echoed 
by the surrounding heights, we were 
transported instantly back to boyhood, 
and the magic of the golden years of 
steamboating on the mighty Columbia. 
Puget Sounders have been saddened 
by the recent death of Capt. W. J. Mo- 
loney, long-time master of the 
steel steam schooner CRICKET in 
the coastal lumber trade. He 
was probably involved in the 
salvage of over 100 stricken 
ships--including FRED BAXTER, 
MOBILE CITY, and the barge NIS- 
QUALLY--during his careeras sal-. 
vage master and master mariner, 
which dated back to 1896, when 
he served on ships in the Alas- 
kan gold rush. Later he was 
with the U. S. Revenue Service. 
His service embraced three 
wars, including the Spanish-Am- 
erican. In his latter years, 
he was a marine surveyor. 
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Coming over the crest of a New Jersey hill on U.S. 130 the other day, 
we were confronted with a faded buff stack, a walking beam teetering at the a- 
pex of a gaunt A-frame,and a sidewhsel with half its housing torn away. It was 
grievous and somehow embarrassing to see BEAR MOUNTAIN a CLERMONT in this ad- 
vanced stage of decomposition. We were reminded that ten years ago (SB,i:23-4) 
a hasty census of sidewheel steamers still extant under U. S. documentation had 
prompted the gloomy suggestion that sidewheel fans might not see their favorite 
species much longer. Whether that forecast was too dark may be judged from the 
1950 picture. Of the 120 U.S. sidewheel steamers of all types which we counted 
in 1940, more than two-thirds have left us. The largest determinable figure 
today, including vessels of dubious vitality, is 35. Gas, diesel, and electric 
paddlers--not included in the earlier count--raise the U. S. total to 48. A 
check of Canadian data gives a possible grand total of 62 for the whole contin- 
ent north of the Rio Grande. Returning to U. S. figures, we find 14 sidewheel 
steam ferries today,as against 62 in 1940; 16 passenger steamers,as against 53, 
Rather surprisingly, the oldest U. S. sidewheeler is the same as then: CITY ICE 
BOAT NO. 2 of 1868. The youngest steamer is still DIAMOND of 1927. 
Most surviving sidewheel engines are inclined. So far as we can dis- 
-cover, only 8 walking beams are still walking in North America: those of ROBERT 
FULTON, TICONDEROGA, and the ferries BEAUHARNOIS a RICHELIEU, CHESAPEAKE a BUF- 
FALO, CITY OF RICHMOND a VIRGINIA, NEW YORK (perhaps), SACRAMENTO a NEWARK, and 
SEAWELL'S POINT a OHIO. Only three western river sidewheel steamers remain: 
ADMIRAL a ALBATROSS, PELICAN, and PRESIDENT a CINCINNATI. Most recent demises, 
apart from BEAR MOUNTAIN's, are those of BRINCKERHOFF (now lying in state at 
Mystic), POTOMAC a ALBANY, and the Canadian KINGSTON. During the decade the 
British have produced several trim, speedy new passenger paddlers; but North A- 
mericans seem to have lost the knack or the taste for the sidewheel glide. The 
best we have been able to do since 1940 is to turn out three small diesel fer- 
ries: MARTHA A. GRAHAM on the Ohio, JOY on the Mississippi,and MAGGIE MILLER II 
on Canada's Kennebecasis, The sun has set on "walk-in-the-water." 


RECENT ARTICLES---AND SOME LESS RECENT 
"Steamboats on the Red,"Molly Mc- 
Fadden, The Beaver, Sept.,'50, 25-29. 
(Continued from June--see SB,vii:76). 
"A Review of Early Navigation on 
the Kansas River,"Edgar Langsdorf, Kan. 


Historical Quarterly, May,'50, 140-45. 
ANTHRACITE's Voyage to America," 


W.Mack Angas, Yachting,Aug.,'50, 40kc. 
"Pioneer Transatlantic Paddle 
Steamers," H. Philip Spratt, American 
Nevture, Oct., '49, 249-72. 
"Boats Named BOSTONA," Frederick 
Way, Waterways Journal,10/15/49, 9-10. 
Steamer to Knoxville," Roy Bark- 
hau, Waterwavs Journal 9/24/49, 9, &c. 
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R ° Steamboating Sixty- 
eviews Five Years on Mis- 


souri's Rivers, by Captain William L. 
Heckman, "Steamboat Bill." Kansas City, 
Burton Pube Coe, 1950. 284pp. $35.50. 

For more than threescore years 
Captain William L. Heckman has been 
navigating the Missouri River and its 
tributaries. For decades his reputa- 
tion as "Steamboat Bill," raconteur of 
legends of the Big Muddy, has been 
growing until he has become almost a 
legend himself. His contributions to 
The Waterways Journal have made many 
wish he would put his stories and sage 
observations in book form. 

At last he has done so.Steamboat- 
ing on Missouri's Rivers is as redolent 
of the Big Muddy asacatfish or a gumbo 
cut-bank. Beginning his career in 1882 
at thirteen under his father,a veteran 
captain and pilot, young William was 
not quite old enough to experience the 
wild steamboating of the Indian wars 
and the Montana gold rush. However, he 
knew and worked with many of the nota- 
ble boatmen of those times. 

But "Steamboat Bill" has an ample 
stock of his own adventures,also. They 
relate not only to the Missouri but to 
its tributaries, Gasconade and Osage, 
flowing from the foothills of the Oz- 
arks. With the Missouri itself, espe- 
cially with its lower reaches,he is as 
familiar as with his own backyard--and 
could, no doubt, as he once boasted, 
"tell three stories for every mile of 
water all the way downstream." 

Those stories vary from the rough 
humor of main deck and pilot house to 
tragedy; touch on history, philosophy, 
navigation, and river improvement; and 
alternate between the soberly factual 
and the less so. Even sceptics will 
hardly question the one about his 
father, "Old Rough-Head" Bill Heckman, 
who, late one fall, came piloting the 
single-engine WASHINGTON downriver, 
"loaded flat, with guards dragging in 
the water." At the head of Bon Homme 
Island,43 miles above the mouth of the 
Missouri, he found five big "mountain" 
boats, homeward-bound from Montana, ly- 
ing to above Green's Chute, on the 
right of the island, because low water 
had choked the channel, and no other 
was known. Placing WASHINGTON ahead, 
Capt. Heckman led the string of boats 
to the right of a small island above 
Bon Homme, reversed direction at its 
foot, and steamed upstream to the head 
of the main island. Then he cut around 
the latter to a small, snaggy chute 
which entered Green's Chute in deep 
water, further downstream. Rescued by 
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his uncanny piloting, the fleet fol- 
lowed him into St. Louis, where pilots 
and masters presented him with a purse 
and a new outfit of clothing--though 
one of them remarked that "nobody but 
a damned Dutchman would think of run- 
ning a piece of river like that!" 

But when Steamboat Bill tells us, 
with equally sweet sincerity, of the 
owls along the Osage River, faith be- 
gins to waver. According to him, the 
early settlers in that country could 
keep no chickens because of the depre- 
dations of the hoot owls. But, when 
the first steamboats with electric 
headlights came upriver,the owls would 
sit on the trees twisting their necks 
to watch the lights around the tortu- 
ous bends, until their heads fell off. 
So many owls died that chickens have 
been quite safe ever since. 

The book is well illustrated, 
mostly with rather rare photographs of 
Missouri packets. They include WESTERN 
ENGINEER,first steamer to navigate the 
river, JAMES H.LUCAS and JENNIE LEWIS, 
big sidewheelers of the lower river, 
FAR WEST, famous light-draft boat of 
Captain Grant Marsh in the Little Big 
Horn campaign, and Capt. Heckman's own 
favorite of the many vessels he com- 
manded,the sternwheeler W.H.GRAPEVINE. 

It is no general disparagement of 
Capt. Heckman's book to say that many 
of the observations and anecdotes 
which occur in his early chapters are 
repeated later in slightly different 
form. This is hardly his fault. Writ- 
ing is not his trade; steamboating is, 
and he has put into his pages a wealth 
of authentic material about it. A lit- 
tle help by his publishers would have 
ironed out the redundancies and elim- 
inated the rather frequent typograph- 
ical errors and misspelled words. It 
is a pity,too, that there is no index. 

fe references to places, per- 
sons, and incidents along the Missouri 
lend this work real historical value, 
but it is necessary to leaf through 
the whole book to find a particular 
reference. 

These criticisms, however,are di- 
rected at merely minor defects in an 
otherwise excellent volume. The stern-= 
wheel and sidewheel packets are prac- 
tically extinct, and few of the men 
who knew the art of handling them are 
still living. Captain Heckman has 
given us one of the most authentic and 
probably one of the last books that 
will be written of unvarnished person- 
al reminiscences of the big Western 
rivers in the days of steam. 

--Joseph Mills Hanson 
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This Business of Boating, by Capt. El- 
well B.Thomas. New York, Cornell Mar- 
itime Press, 1949. $5.00. 

This book is about the first ser- 
ious study of the boating industry,and 
certainly puts it in a new light. Its 
ramifications include everything from 
financing to boatyard layouts. Possi- 
bly Captain Thomas has attempted too 
broad a coverage; and, if there is any 
criticism, it is only that the subject 
matter is too extensive in scope. 
Chapters are devoted to instruction 
and advice on the principles for set- 
ting up a boatyard, illuminating even 
to the experienced boat-owner. 

Too often such an owner has left 
a yard after repairs feeling that he 
has been "put over a barrel." Though 
there has been warrant for this feel- 
ing in some cases, the book shows that 
in many others it is unjustified, and 
reveals the innumerable problems and 
expenses undertaken by such firms. It 
presents substantial data in facts and 
figures. Personalities and public re- 
|} lations are considered as they affect 
the boating business, along with valu- 
able tips, kinks, and shortcuts. 

SSHSA member Thomas hails from 
Connecticut and has spent his entire 
adult life operating a medium-sized 
boat business. His book is therefore 
Ahe result not only of considerable 
research but of long experience,and it 
is entertainingly written as well. It 
is profusely illustrated with drawings 
and photographs. Add it to your book- 
shelf. --Clarence N. Rogers 
Diamond Jubilee of the Caledonian Steam 
Packet Compan Ltd., and of the Open- 


ingof the Caledonian Route via Gourcck 


Pier, by William C. Galbraith. Glas- 
gow, Clyde River Steamer Club, 1949. 


50 cents, from Secretary, SSHSA. 

This booklet is a model for all 
who wish to preserve steamboat his- 
tory, yet find themselves hampered by 
high publication costs. Into 44 pages, 
SSHSA member Galbraith has packed the 
essentials of a book,plus numerous ex- 
cellent photographs. If there is one 
fault to be found by a reader not al- 
ready versed in Clyde history, it is 
that this very compression precludes 
discursive asides on local geography 
and backgrounds, compelling frequent 
resort to the map, and making one feel 
at times that one has missed a point. 

Apart from difficulties arising 
from an American reader's own limita- 
tions, however, he will find this work 
most interesting and informative. "Cal- 
ey" organization and services from or- 
igin to nationalization are sharply 
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outlined. The descriptions of indi- 
vidual craft are admirable. The auth- 
or disclaims any intent to write "a 
complete history," but gives us a very 
good substitute to read while we wait. 
He and the Clyde River Steamer Club 
are to be warmly congratulated. CBM 
OTHER NEW BOOKS BY MEMBERS 

The Lytle List, more formally 
Merchant Steam Vessels of the United 
States, 1807-1868, is finished and in 
the hands of the Chairman of the Pub- 
lications Committee. Edited by Forrest 
Holdcamper, it is to be published by 
the Society, assisted by The Mariners! 
Museum and other friends,as SSHSA Pub- 
lication No.6. Price and date will be 
announced as soon as possible.... John 
Richardson's Steamboat Lore of the Pe- 
nobscot,in a new enlarged edition, has 
just reached us and will be reviewed 
in an early Bill. It has 300 steamboat 
pictures,many new. Price $6 to SSHSA; 
$7 to others.... Also due for review 
soon is Ralph Hill's Contrary Country 
(Rinehart, $3.75), a book on Vermont 
with excellent treatment of Champlain 
Steamersere. The Ohio River Handbook 
(Complete River Ed.) edited by Ben and 
Eleanor Klein (Young & Klein,Cincinna- 
ti, $2) is a much-enlarged and rear- 
ranged version of the popular Cincin- 
nati Ed. (SB,vi:95). Profusely illus- 
trated, it has a highly readable text, 
skilfully combined with the pictorial 
matter to bring the Ohio vividly to 
the reader. This book should be in any 
river collection--and anyone unac= 
quainted with the Ohio would have 
trouble finding a better introduction 
to one of the earliest and liveliest 
scenes of American steamboating.... 
Two late Mariners'Museum Publications, 
Nos. 19 and 21, are of special inter- 
est. A Hundred Years of the Pacific 
Mail, by John Haskell Kemble, is a 25- 
illustrated narrative of P. M. 
ships and activities from 1848 to the 
time when a "company which owned 121 
steamers..epassed its centennial with 
only a paper existence and without a 
single ship in operation",...The Sheet 
Iron Steamboat  CODORUS, by Alexander 
Crosby Brown (30pp., ille, 75 cents ), 
is the triumphant outcome of a long 
pursuit.Scattered and all but lost for 
a century and a quarter, a large part 
of the story of the world's first all- 
metal vessel is here ably reassembled. 
Both Publications are reprints of ar- 
ticles from The American Neptune.... 
John L.Lochhead,Mariners' Museum, will 
send copies of an invaluable mimeo- 
graphed index to The Tiller "on a lst- 
come~lst-served basis to SSHSA members." 
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Heard Send FANTAIL views,reminiscenc~ capades. They dismantled her about 

es, news of members, and notes 1901 and built the RIVAL out of her 
On The on operation to Jay Allen, Saf- machinery. She is now the WM. B. ROD- | 
Fantail fer Court 2, Urbana, Illinois. | GERS and is retired." 

: Many thanks, John Zenn. How about 
sending us stories of some of Capt. 
\ oll Howder's escapades? Now, Capt. Ross 

| Eaton, Port Washington, N. Y., member, 
has some more Morsiana for us. I might 
remark that,if you Fantailers think you 
hear too much about my favorite, J. T. 
MORSE, all. you have to do is write in 
about your favorite and we'll put it on 
an early agenda. In fact, our program 
for the next trip is not complete;so it 
will be a matter of "first received, 
first printed." And now,one bell and a 
jingle to Capt. Eaton, who was once a 
crew member of J. T. MORSE. 
"The MOUNT DESERT whistle was put 
on the MORSE because Capt.Winterbotham 
_ oe did not think the MORSE's whistle was 
Mike O'Brien,Detroit member, sent nearly as good for an echo as was the 
in this fantail view of TASHMOO 145843, MOUNT DESERT! s. Perhaps you will re- 
with the following notes: "Built in | member that, when on the Eggemoggin 
1900. Ran for 35 years from Detroit to Reach run, Capt.Winterbotham would run 
Tashmoo Park and Port Huron,on the St. directly for the bluff of Cape Rosier 
Clair River. This vessel was the MARY | until he got an echo from the whistle. 
POWELL of the Detroit River, as far as Then hard right. Sometimes we were 
esteem is concerned. Her hull design quite close,but there always seemed to 
was taken from NEW YORK, of Day Line | be time to make the turn. In doing 
fame. She was always kept shipshape and this,he avoided making a blind turn at 
could outperform any other river or Western Island. At that time there was 
lake liner,with the possible exception no buoy or light at Western Island. 
of NORTH LAND or NORTH WEST, James From Cape Roster he could run for the 
Hill's luxury liners of the early 20th | bell buoy at Spectacle Island. Both 
century." Mike adds that he collects Capt.Winterbotham and Pilot Shute were 
"this steamer almost exclusively,"hav- | very exacting to steer for--and they 
ing the original builder's plans, as needed to be, on that run. They would 


well as over 100 different pictures of almost phen at pie? ma jor 
her. So he'd be glad to hear from oth- change of course,look back at the wake 
ers with TASHMOO pictures and data. and see if the wheelsman had let her 

Nextonthis trip's Fantail Agenda go by the course before steadying her. 
is John Zenn, with comments on ELIZA- There was one thing on the MORSE 


BETH."She was the Daily Express Packet that I have never seen elsewhere, the 
that ran from Pittsburgh to Elizabeth, Trim Barrels. They were 2 quite large 
Pa.She left Pittsburgh every afternoon | wooden casks filled with scrap iron 
and usually passed up at our boat yard and concrete,and two deckhands stood a 
about 5 P.M. She was fast.I think this "Trim Watch" and rolled these varrels 
was the fastest sidewheeler that ever back and forth as required to keep the 
ran on the Monongahela--in fact, the ship on an even keel. The galley was 
fastest boat of any kind. The side- | below the main deck and aft, and ori- 
wheelers built on the Monongahela were ginally was s0 hot that men could 
designed so that the wheel would catch | scarcely work there. This was remedied 
the second swell, so that the boat was | during the first season by installing 
always running down the swell. I have an electric blower and air ducts. The 
some pictures of this boat. One... only trouble with this was that it 
also shows the NELLIE WALTON laid up could only be used when the dynamo was 
across the river at West Elizabeth.... running, and the engineer didn't want 
She was a very fast towboat. Some will to run the dynamo when the steamer was 
say she was the fastest boat of her at the dock. The pilot house clock 
time. Capt. Geo. Howder was her master came from one of the older boats--di- 


and if you wanted to you could dig up rectly, of course, from the MOUNT DE- 
enough materlal to write a book about SERT, but I think it originally came 
this boat and Geo. Howder and his es- from the LEWISTON." -~-STEAMBOAT BILL 
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